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Ohree Pectures 


EFFECTS OF THE CLIMATE OF ITALY. 
Deliwered at St. Mary's Hospital 
By THOS. KING CHAMBERS, M_.D., 


HOK. PHYS. TO H.B.H. THE PRINCE OF WALES, 
CONSULTING PHYSICIAN TO &T. MARY'S AND THE LOCK HOSPITALS. 


LECTURE IIL. 
PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. 


Tue statistical reasons which I have given for thinking 
highly of the effects of the climate of Italy, in renewing to 
more vigorous life certain morbid states of constitution, do not 
apply to one season more than another. And the causes to 
which I have ascribed those effects are pretty equally in action 
all the year round. So that I should have no hesitation in 
recommending a permanent residence in Italy as the most 
complete cure for the degenerative diathesis, and the most sure 
way of preventing a recurrence of the evils it entails. You 
may say, indeed, that Italy is a more unhealthy country than 
England—that its rate of mortality is much higher. True ; 
but that high rate of mortality is caused by diseases which are 
fatal to opposite states of constitution from that under which 
our patient labours—diseases to which active circulations, 
arterialized bloods, congestive diatheses, and easily lacerated 
capillaries are most liable. It is scarcely probable that such a 
complete change of constitution should take place as would 
put him in danger of this sort; and if it does, it will take 
place so slowly as to give him plenty of time to return leisurely 
to his own home. But while I look upon this as the most 
complete cure and the most sure way, I am convinced that it 
is rarely necessary, and that the cases are few which need 
such thorough exile. I feel satisfied that in nearly all in- 
stances a temporary residence will do all that can be done. 

Happy so in good deed; for what greater trial can there be 
for @ man, thoroughly human and manly, than to be debarred 
from ever being more than an occasional visitor in the home of 
his fathers? From the pleasure we feel on leaving England 
for a holiday we sometimes think we should not mind leaving 
it for good ; and while enjoying the new sensation of strange 
scenes we are apt to wish to pass our life among them. 
‘xperto erede, holidays are no holidays after a few short weeks, 
or at most months, are over; and earthly happiness is to be 
found omy in steady, regular work. There cannot be a more 
(rear purgatory than the purposeless existence led by some of 
our countrymen resideat without fixed occupation in foreign 
parts; either tiring themselves out by flitting with foolish 
perseverance in search of amusement which has ceased to 
amuse, or gaping with open shells in a vain hope that the tide 
of events may wash some food into their minds. One almost 
pardons them their dal-mongering, and even still worse 
hungering after excitement, when it is remembered that this is 
all that distinguishes their lives from those of the butterfly or 
the oyster. I shrink from exposing anyone to this trial except 
as a matter of stern necessity ; and after what I have seen 
abroad it must be a stern necessity indeed which makes me 
counsel a patient to throw up for ever home duties and live 
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STRICTURE OF THE C®SOPHAGUS. 
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\atterhpts should be maie to dilate the stricture. | wifhin it strictures of the urethra as well. Doubtless, dilata- 


I pain ered endesvodred to ani probang, beginnin, 
with one ne at ae 








parts, bjectionable in the highest degree as a general 
we of stricture in which death 


pathi : 
altogether from the 
former, from apie 


on lancing in thi ing 
bn der ssiigrqnrdtel of ted lect cttinge The next day 
aks a the her | 
fa erm es saw her the f wowing day, 
Godt Her breathing, with woth, difficulty, and retching | but there is reason to believe that in the 

in She had also’ cohstant short cough. Her neck, | the. pg eer liggnl pg Bag meagan ss sor 
; batnot ‘on pressnre. | There wag | food, it muscular tissue, and not. the stricture tiseve itself, 
és Ove? the region of the stomach and epigastrium, and.,| that. takes the largest: share. Boe ad tt Ot autaln the 

aH Ce pitti oat: throughout the Jungs, In the course | firmness with which the muscular coat By under certain 
aie t/Hér symptoms became more alarming, and 
iiwipidilowel, 200 88 ton a eerste a 6 


. we ff 
a.coni ball | 
Sot aindid<Lshae not passed trough 


pii-hoo sedw noftqe-ne 











ee Te reo 


oe 


in 
id 
he 
ct, 
ue 
In 
le- 
in 
80 
ra- 
fu 
jon 
ule 
ta- 
ny 

in 
ral 
ath 
ble 
av- 
by 
1s, 
lio- 
ade 
the 
lly 
sily 
s of 
ub- 
ee ; 
| to 


Fe, 


Freee 


ekekebee 


AE 


Tx Lancet,] 


DR. DOBELL ‘68 ‘Tire 'ASSTMILATION ‘OF FAT ‘IN’ CONSUMPTION. 


[Novv 18, 1865. 561 








oo that it does but dilate! ‘te final. teemunialoae 
the malady 
once oeet s 


“¢ ""Transatioth” 


between seventy and eighty. It is not said whether dilatation 
had led to the arrest of this stricttire, but the natural inference 
would be that it had not been oath Other ‘such cases 
are, I believe, on record.” The of so fortunate an 
occurrence in connexion ‘with’ idi stricture’ of the 
‘ vail tet be Walaa Pe ati; and it would be 
well to consider whether local and constitutional “means, stich 
as are most likely to conduce to the arrest ofa proedss in 

which inflammation and thickening take the ‘most 
part, may not be s0 eniployed as to about this desirable 
fotmesene “IT Of these means, iodine, mercury, anda half- 
starving dietary are amo’ the most potent. 

In p>, toa cases, “sophagotomy or psn might udd a 
little to the duration of 

Finsbury-place South, Oct. 1865, 
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ASSIMILATION OF PAT IN CONSUMPTION. 


A Third Report of Oaacs trented with Pancreatic Emulsion 
at the Royal Infirmary for Diseases of the Chest, 
Oity-road. 


By HORACE DOBELL, MD., 
PUYSICIAN TO THE INFIRMARY. 
(Concluded from p. 535.) 

De. Moxon, of Kirton-im-Lindsey, writes me as follows of 
the good effects of the emulsion :~‘‘ 1 have tried the pancreatic 
emulsion in the case of a young man affected with phthisis in 
quitean.early stage, There is, tubercle deposited fh the apex. 


to moist soands; other parts normal. .._He had been 

a ee and weakness without bene - 

fit; ‘dnd was fast ordered the emvul- 

tert tome other treat: but at theiend-of a 

week he had not imiproved;.and te aot nt 
eaernce be His friends came tae + megs — 





of one lung. He had lost all appetite, complained of pain in — 


the side, anil tightness of the chest. He hail only. slight }, 


cough, great lassitude, and had lost weight considerably. He 
had ‘been under treatment by Dr: ——, without atiy relief ; 
tonics had not the slightest effect upon him. “On seeing your 
report in Tue, Laycer, I determined to try, the ‘emulsion,’ 
and gave up all-other treatment, except the ovcasional, use of 
& stimulant liniment, He has taken four pounds.of the emul- 
sion. i palatable Hin appetite i but, on the co 
‘te 


found A ye pal ved, 80 that 
er food with repmale: little im weight. 


Doig ase foal aah te isnt, excopt at tines has Jost: the | 
is altogether much |: 


sense of constriction in the chest, ‘and 
better, Tt is now six Weeks #ince he has given it ap ‘am’ 
very pleaded with its effeets 1 shall certainly use it again 
when I have a ¢ase Which é' 


Dr. Robt. Growse,' of Brantweod. writes -—-‘* 1 have em-~- ‘| 


ployed the pancreatic emulsion 
creasing fi It is ‘mach more 
ail, is well horne by the stomach, and will; I think, materially / 
ee me in or boning T have in view.” 
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re lung: partially dull, breathing —_ of nx 
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| branch piney remained, but no mgist 
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assimilating fats, it 


an adult im twenty-four hours, to 
irom 1 02. to 2°50z.; and aecord- 


— numerous and carefully- 
by Mr: Parrants myseli,+ the quantity is 
not 


3'5ou We may fairly assame, then, that 
ess than two ounces of fat per day, oman average, is required 
keep up healthy nutrition in an adult. We have next to 

mind, that before a case of consumption ordinari 
attracts attention, and begins to be treated as such, many 


Po tees 


, ‘din hedgutn g of fat, have a ot 


the patient, from the supply of some of that for want of which 
ife: steadily fading—very much as a cut flower that has 
‘for want of its supply of sap rallies and recovers 
freghness.for a time when put into water. _ But there are very 
few persons whe can take more than from half an ounce to 
one,ounce of oil per day—few who can even take this steadily 
from. week to week without intermissions. But supposing 
an-ounce or an ounce and a half per day to be taken regularly, 
how is this to.supply, net only the two ounces per day re- 
uired for healthy nutrition, but all the extra ounces of arrears 
that were lost before the treatment was begun? But oe 

the ibility of, two ounces per day of oil for nutrition, an 
two.eunces for arrears, being taken and utilized, even 
then the-whole thing may be u e and may break down, 
from the fact that we are supplying oil and not solid fat—a 
body ave. clin ena poor pale yas and Par pani Mg 
jes rich in stearin margarin in olein, 

as the fats taken in normal food. vem 
The practical conclusion from these considerations appears to 
that if we are to give a fair chance of reco to a patient 
deprived of the natural powers of digesting and assimilating 
fats; we must, by one means er another, secute that two 
ounces of fat of average solidity are utilized every day for the 
Lin! tra of nutrition, and an additional ounce or two to make 
up for arrears 


Satire this end four principal means are now at our com- 
mand :— : 

Ist. The administration of as much oil and fat, either as 
medicine or food, as the digestive and assimilative powers are 
still ft to utilize. 

2nd. The introduction of fat and oil into the system by 
rubbing them into the skin of the body and limbs. 

3rd. The supply of saccharine oath amylaceous articles of 
food in eefieiont quantity to insure that no call shall be made 
— hydro-carbons for elements which can be as well sup- 
pli the carbo-hydrates. 

4th: ‘introduction ef pancreatine and pancreatic emul- 
sions in sufficient quantity to enable the digestive and assimi- 
lative organs to utilize the necessary amount of fat. 

Harley-strect, October, 1965. 





CLINICAL SURGICAL CASES. 


By. GEORGE BUCHANAN, A.M., MD. 
SURGEON TO THE GLASGOW ROXAL INFIRMARY. 
No. TIT. 
FRACTURE OF SPINE, 

Tut following case shows the obscure symptoms which some- 
times follow fracture of the body of a vertebra when the dis- 
placement is so small as to cause no deformity. They were so 
obscure that I was only able to point ont to the students, dur- 
ing the lifetime of the patient, the probability of some injury 
to the medulla. 1 was evidently of little extent, for sensation 
and voluntary motion of the lower extremities were unimpaired. 
Careful examination of the back detected no fracture, and I 
was.led to suppose he had sustained some unimportant injury | 








* The Food of Man in Relation to his Useful Work. 1865. 
+ A Manual of Diet and Regimen. 1964, 


to the cord which would pass off and leave him restored. The 
i disclosed a lesion, which, 6f course, 
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rai 
difficulty in moving any of his ae and ion Wis 
fect. Complained of great pain in h ic region, whi 
seemed tor be caused to wes extent by an accumulation of 
urine. When the urine was drawn off he experienced con- 
siderable relief. 

Aug. 16th.—For the last eight days the patient has had 
bilious vomiting, accompanied with great sickness and loss of 
appetite. He can only take food that is very easily po ge 
e. g., arrowroot, milk, &c. The skin is still rather cold, pale, 
and moist. Pulse 80, weak and soft. As yet he has not reco- 
vered any power over his bladder or his bowels. ‘His urine is 
retained, but the stools are passed involuntarily. Although 
thie is the case, there is no tendency to looseness, but rather to 
costiveness, so much so that he has had castor-oil and five 
grains of calomel at intervals. 

18th.—Bowels to-day rather loose ; stools passed involun- 
tarily; appetite much improved, 

21st.—To-day the feet are observed to be edematous. Ban- 
dages were ordered to be applied from the toes upwards. The 
patient has very frequent and profase irations, and is 
evidently losing flesh rapidly. He is so weak that he is scarcely 
able to rise in bed, one-sixteenth of a in of 
8 
ri : 
severe. Fomentations 
doses of solution of morphia. 

25th.—Patient now complains of a pain in the epi : 
hypochondriac regions, and extending to the spi i It is 
thought to be dependent to some extent on displacement of the 
cartiligi before reported. A bandage was ordered for the 
chest, and continuation of narcotics. Cniodine noticed to 
be slightly icteritic in colour. Bowels at this time rather irri- 
table; pulse 100, weak. 

7th.—For the last two days the pati 


side alternately, in order to facilitate the expectoration 
decubitus has been dorsal. This ing comes on at intervals 


minutes at a time. LExpectoration freq 
principally frothy mucus. Pulse 110, weak. 

14th. —Continues in a very weak and ess state. Al 
he takes a large supply of nourishment he 
his cheeks have become hollow, and his eyes much sunk. 
again passes his stools involuntarily, but still retains control 
over his bladder. Cough continues to be very troublesome ; 
exacerbations more frequent and severe ; 
profuse. To-day patient called attention to a 
groin, so severe 
upon the part. Pulse 120, rather soft and weak. 

20th.—As the patient in health was accustomed to take 
large quantities i 

on an average ; 
and during the last few days of his life, alth 
a moderate quantity of food, he showed 
stimulants. i 


normal, and er 
weakness, which was 
Post-mortem examination, 
boty long wad colapecd, ua 
lung was 4 
Deotdéaee The lower lobe of ‘the right 
dated, hard, and co: 
monic origin. No 
terior ace to a considerable d 
sented the appearance of recent 
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“Case 8.—(Under the care of Dr. ame Mavnper.) 
M: A. C—., pared, ow twenty-seven, married and with a family. 
evil. tumour; @dema oh lower 
extremities and of lower part of trunk ; urme healthy; 
patient, Mr. Maunder proposed to tap the 


its | view of favouring absorption of the fluid 





OF THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY 


IN THE 
HOSPITALS OF LONDON. 


bie mas et morborum 
dissectionum historias, tam alierum, tum habere, et inter 
se comparare.—Moxre@aeni De Sed, of Cans. Pee | ib. iv. Proemium. 


LONDON HOSPITAL. 
FOUR CASES OF OVARIAN TUMOUR; OVARIOTOMY; TWO 
RECOVERIES ; TWO DEATHS. 
(Under the care of Mr. Mavwper.) 

Tuer is still great question in the minds of many, whether 
the operation of ovariotomy can be performed with much hope 
of success in general hospitals. The record, therefore, of all 
cases performed under these circumstances becomes a matter 
of imterest and importance. We have this week the opportunity 
oi laying before our readers notes of seven cases of ovarian dis- 
ease, in fivecf which ovariotomy was performed in metropolitan 

i So far as these few instances go, the results camiot 
be considered favourable, for three of the patients died with 
symptoms of peritonitis, We shall shortly publish some cases 
of interest that have occurred in the North Staffordshire In- 
firmary, one of which presented features of especial importance 
in reference to the question of thagnosis. 

RR pe Ag en eet ge patients upon whom Mr. 
Maunder has performed tomy, two died, and twe reco- 
vered. One or two points of interest were associated with 
each case, and will be briefly mentioned. 

Casg 1.—M, H-—-, e woman, twenty-two. Large 

multilocular tumour of ee rethsteeth She Slight adhesions 
of sted abdominal wall ant also ot banal of othen- 

th of the case the patient 
peritonitis. Recovered. 
hospital under observation, just prior to operation, 
nent fact was recorded. 
—Abdomen dull on percussion, except in the left 


1 
8th.— th t I 
a ea teats end both lumbar re- 
Tide vartilion tn ths pasted 


percussion in jatient 
thio and the following coat ts conthe at abe " 

c 2-8 W—, 

ASE morsied, sbwe, children, aged. twenty: 


Died on the fourth da: wrench The cut surface of 
the pedicle was found to havo contracted edhesion 

Case 4 (out- under the care of Dr. Down and Mr. 
Pe 


E—, pyetrt Pages married, no family. 


ay cast it by Dr. 
“foes ee GB 
rrhage has recurred. Assisted 


when on the tenth a of aphthe 

the mouth and velum, attended with t difficul 

ing and a copious flow of clear fluid from the m 

the next few days the flow was excessive, and associated 

spongy but not bleeding, gums. Chlorate of potash, tincture 
steel, and an alum gargle, appeared to have very little com- 

tro! over the secretion ; ia wan not until her s re- 

turned (some five weeks after the operation) that the profuse 

vs a hseq the diet 
the ten ays subsequent to the operation, 

iss | of beef-tea, brandy, wine, milk, o poe of grapes: 

and two orar Then she partook of a mixed diet hme- 

juice, but without a very marked benefit. Recovered. This 





patient was operated upon at ber own home. 


| Disposition of the pedicle.—In cases 1, 2, and 4 the 

| was tied either im one or two portions, and ‘maintained at the 

| wound transfixed by a long pin. In Case 3 it was returned 
into the abdemen after secured by a fine twine ligature, 


| and the wound complete 
Case 1 has Sa ord at length in ane of the medical 


j 


GUY'S HOSPITAL. 
MULTILOCULAR OVARIAN TUMOUR, OVARIOTOMY ; 
RECOVERY. 

(Under the eare of Dr. Braxron Hicks and Mr. Dunnam.) 

M. B—.,, aged twenty-five, a healthy-looking Cornish- 
woman, the mother of two children, the last three years old, was 
admitted into the hospital with ovarian disease of two years’ 
duration. Eleven weeks previously she had been tapped, and 
2 Ve of finid renioved. 


grpriotomy Was ormed r. Durham. 
Nearly a Spal Breck w Ne adhioutes attended 
the removal of te res was eben and con- 
tained a solid portion the size of two fists. It was found adherent 
inafew at its u pantto omentum and small intestine. 
The pedicle was tied with a hempen ligature, the ends ‘a = 
were cut ee centeah and aoe ge eel into ~_ "ra ge cavi 


ri iret andy ant a 
amrees ae a mo Shoe on ea 
anil ati ns 

pow + mon 


her own efforts. N 
cau~ ht Nepean 
Se ee 
the pag 


sey 
deep and 
sutures (silk) had ‘been used 





fae hong the Wout. Of thee th 


the greater part were removed 
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on the sixth day, and when the remainder were withdrawn on 
the tenth day the wound had y healed. 

On October 31st we found her walking about the ward in 
perfect health, and ready to quit the hospital. 





KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 
OVARIAN UNILOCULAR TUMOUR; OVARIOTOMY; DEATH. 
(Under the care of Dr. Lionet Beare and Mr. Joun Woop.) 


E. R——., aged twenty-six, single, small and spare, but 
healthy-looking, was admitted under the care of Dr. Beale on 
September 6th. She had noticed four years ago a slight swell- 
ing in the abdomen, which had gradually increased. In Octo- 
ber, 1862, she was tapped by Mr. Fergusson. Since then the 
fluid had again accumulated so as to cause her much inconve- 
nience. She now measured 38} inches around the widest part 
of the abdomen. Functions of the body generally normal. It 
was now decided that ovariotomy should be performed. Mr. 
Bond, the house-surgeon, has kindly furnished us with the 
following notes of the operation and its result :— 

On the 30th of September, chloroform having been adminis- 
tered in the ward, she was brought into the theatre. Mr. Wood 
commenced the operation by making a longitudinal incision, 
two inches and a half long, in the median line, midway be- 
tween the umbilicus and the crest of the pubes. He then care- 
fully divided the peritoneum, and, passing his finger into the 
cavity, found the tumour partially adherent to the abdominal 
walls. He broke down some of the adhesions with his finger, 
and others he divided with a blunt-pointed bistoury. A 

trocar was then thrust into the cyst and fourteen 
pints of coffee-grounds coloured liquid drawn off. As often hap- 
pens, when the cyst became flaccid, the trocar slipped out ; 

t none of the fluid escaped into the peritoneal cavity, as the 
punctured . was drawn through the opening, and gentle 
pressure e on the abdominal walls. The remaining adhe- 
sions to the abdominal walls were then broken down, and the 
bleeding points carefully secured by three fine silk ligatures. 
The empty cyst, which was thin and unilocular, was easily 
drawn out, as there were no adhesions posteriorly, except a 
_ to the —, ee ee broken down, and two more 

igatures ied. Mr. en passed an ordinary hempen 
ligature ‘ievegh the centre of the pedicle, which was cmall 
and distinct, and tied each half separately; the ligature was 
cut off short, and the stump returned into the cavity. The 
small quantity of blood which escaped was carefully sponged 
out, e omentum drawn down over the intestines, the 
wound accurately closed by a single suture and strapping, and 
the abdomen supported by a flannel roller. A draught of 
thirty minims of tincture of opium was given immediately 


after the operation. The patient rallied well, and suffered no 


pain, her pulse the same evening being under 100. In the 
evening there was no pain, but she was restless. Thirty minims 
of tincture of opium were again given. There was some vomit- 
ing, but not more than the chloroform would produce. She 
took a little brandy-and-arrowroot, but was not pressed with 
much food. 

Oct. Ist.—Morning : Passed a good night; pulse 100; cheer- 
ful and well. No vomiting; takes beef-tea and a little brandy- 
and-arrowroot. — Evening: Vomits occasionally; pulse 120. 
The tincture of opium repeated. 

2nd.—Morning: Has passed a restless night, and vomited a 
good deal renee the morning; pulse 140. Can keep nothing 
on her stomach ; all feeding by the mouth to be discontinued. 





There is no pain, but a goo deal of tympanitis; very restless ; 
evidently getting weaker. Ordered enemata of beef-tea and 
brandy every hour, with the addition of forty minims of tinc- | 
ture of opium every third hour.—Evening: Still a good deal 
of nausea, and very restless; pulse 140, rather stronger. Ene- 
mata continued, omitting the tincture of opium, pepsine and 
hydrochloric acid being substituted for it. 
3rd.—Four a.m.: A sudden change for the worse. ‘ Pulse 160 | 
and very weak. She feels comfortable; no sickness. Wine and | 
brandy again administered, and not rejected from the stomach. | 
From this time, in spite of stimulants, she continued to get | 
weaker, and died at noon. 
Autopsy, siz. hours after death.—External wound partially 
healed. On opening the abdomen by a crucial incision, rather 
firm adhesions were found between the omentum and the ab- 
dominal walls, where the old adhesions were found during the 
i Around the stump of the pedicle some firm lymph 


was effused, which completely hid the ligature, so that some 
of the bystanders doubted whether it could be there. The 
stump was adherent to the anterior abdominal wali just above 
the pubes, and a few coils of the intestines were glued together 
with recent lymph. There was a small quantity of reddish 
fluid in the peritoneal cavity, but not any . The left 
ovary was er large. Uterus and other organs healthy. 


OVARIAN TUMOUR IN A GIRL ELEVEN YEARS OLD. 
(Under the care of Dr. Garrop.) 

The chief point of interest in this case is the of the 
patient. Ovarian disease is very rare in childhood. The writer 
of the article ‘‘Ovarian Dropsy” in Holmes’ ‘‘ System of Sur- 
gery” mentions having seen a large ovarian tumour in a girl 
twelve old, and quotes Kiwisch as alluding to a specimen 
of cystic disease of the ovary from a child only one year old. 
In the second volume of the ‘‘ Obstetrical Society’s Trans- 
actions” Mr. Battye describes an ovarian tumour weighing 
seventy-six ounces and a half, which was removed, after death, 
from a girl twelve years and a half old. In the present case 
the patient was still younger and the tumour heavier. 

e are indebted to Mr. J. R. Powles, late house-physician, 
for notes of the girl’s history. 

s. R—, eleven years, admitted May 9th. She was a 
thin, but not otherwise unhealthy-looking girl. Abdomen very 
large, symmetrical, measuring thirty-six inches and a half just 
below the umbilicus ; everywhere dull on percussion, except 
over a space about two re et square at the epigastrium ; in- 
creased resistance was manifest on percussion over a space 
about six inches by four in the left lumbar region ; fluctuation 
everywhere very distinct ; veins over the whole surface much 
enlarged. Lung and heart sounds natural, except some crepi- 
tation at the apex of left lung. No albumen in the urine ; 
copious deposits of lithates; the quantity passed per day 
throughout her stay in the hospital varied from about eight to 
fourteen ounces. 

The previous history, as obtained from her mother, was that 
she had good health until eight months ago, when she 
caught a severe cold; she had shivering, vomiting, aching pain 
in the left inguinal region, where her mother noticed a slight 
swelling. The glands in the neck were also enlarged. Durmg 
the six months previous to admission the abdominal swelling 
increased rapidly, extending over to the right side. She be- 
came short-breathed, and lost flesh rapidly. . 

During her stay in the hospital she was four times, 
at the following intervals: May 24th (fifteen days after admis- 
sion), June 2lst, July 8th, and lastly on Sept. 9th. The fiuid 
was always of the same character: clear, pale-yellow in colour, 
with a few white flakes; specific gravity about 1014. The 
quantities drawn off on the four occasions were, respectively, 
266 oz., 3200z., 256 0z., and 2oz.; a considerable age 
however, flowed away a few days after the last tapping. € 
greatest measurement was obtained at the time of the second 
tapping, when the abdomen was 42 inches in circumference. 
The indication for the o oo on each ne the we — — 
sions was the urgency of the d cea, and the relief obtainec 
was great. After the third oes the fluid accumulated 
more slowly; the superficial abdominal veins became less pro- 
minent, the blood ing in some; and there was «edema 
with erythema of the abdominal wall. At the last tapping the 
trocar was first introduced in the median line below the um- 
bilicus, but no fluid could be obtained; and a probe passed 
through the canula struck against a solid mass. The trocar 
was then introduced to the left of the median line, but with 
the effect of drawing off only about 20z. The wound only 
partially healed, and a few days later the cicatrix gave way, 
and a very considerable quantity of fluid escaped. A solid 


| tumour could be felt immediately after the tappings. On the 


first occasion it appeared to be freely movable over the spine, 
so as to render it difficult to determine to which side it be- 
longed ; but after the subsequent operations the solid mass was 
always found on the right side. There was bowel-sound on 
percussion between the tumour and the liver. After the o 
taneous flow of the fluid it did not again accumulate, the ild 
emaciating rapidly. She died on the 3rd October. 
Post-mortem examination.—Body much emaciated. On lay- 
ing open the abdominal cavity, the peritoneum was found to 
be very thick and tough. The contents were much matted 
together, and were removed en masse. The greater portion of 
this mass was found to consist of an ovarian tumour, 
was connected by a pedicle of about the size of a finger to the 
ight side of the uterus. The tumour was adherent every- 
w to the intestines on the left side, and below to the sides 
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pelvis,; .but. in. front eind: omrthe right side the: sur- 
9 The tumour was-of'a globular 
about.128:ounces, and on section presented a 
structure. ‘The walls were very thick, in s6me 
than an inch.. ae 
varyin, in size from a pea to a Sevillé orange; }one 
hair and fat, with fragments of bone. ‘Phesteras’an(l 
left ovary were natural. The other abdominal and the thoracic 
viscera presented nothing worthy of note. 


at 





8T. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL 


LARGE AND MOVABLE ABDOMINAL TUMOUR, OF THE LEFT 
SIDE, SUPPOSED TO BE_OF NINE, YEARS’: DURA-™ 
TION, AND TO BE OVARIAN ; DIAGNOSIS, 
LARGE CYST OF THE KIDNEY, 


(Under thie Gare of Mr. Hormrs Coote.) 2 


M. K——-, aged. nineseen, domestic servant,» well-opaductad,} Vet 
and most respectable girl, was admitted Feb. 16th, 1865. She 
had been once employed as cia} flower. maker, but gibse- 
quently became a nursémaid, which plage she, was iorced, to 
resign, not on account of any inconvenience which theitumour 
occasioned, but simply because the duties were too heavy for 
her strength. She says that she has had a large abdomen far | 
the last eight or nine years, but was not aware of the existence | 
of a tumour until two years ago, when ‘she was, temporarily in 
another hospital. She has attempted to resume her work, but 
has always found, it‘ too, hard.” 

ll-detined tumour on the left side, under the 


both sides of the abdomen seem ual, 

up the left side is fuller than the ire. on The urine is thick, 

and contains ithates and a variable quantity of macs Vaginal 

examination yields nothing 

A eareful examination of ‘the relations of ‘this tumottr,' its 

cigs, ten pectshnensecia Ais nib cegioey its appen- 

in ny one 

the cendititn ef She atiany indeed le 

conclusion, in whieh he was su 

the disease was.a 

an occurrence 

abdominal tumours. In the museum of the 

my ee specimen: *“A 

y dilatation of of a kidney, in consequence of the 
Som ataveaitentn theleetaen’ it formed ‘a movable 
ominal tumour, the nature of which was doubtful duting 

life. The late Dr. Bright observed: ‘+ I have ‘known ‘the én- 

larged kidney to be mistaken for «tisease of the spleen—-of the 

uterns——of the pene re ee f 

cave part of the hver; nor is'it possible; perhaps, by the 

iinet to } 

avoid snch errors.” ; 

As in most tubular gland stractures, the ki 

preere Sae A a  e e 

great number of smaller 

Such a case is recorded the late 

Abdominal Tumours). Mr. Coote remarked £ 

ee oe nee 

Bethlehem Hospital two kidneys, both 

four times their natural dimensions. During li Dabs 

indicated their presence’; the urine was. to all | appearance 

somes sreapuinhtadt eemeltedasieen Minertuteeletee 


tiny ata passage of fine injection. 
— ee the subject lay’ 


aS Cecile 3 ‘remained but a short time in 
then returned into the country. The correctness 
diagnosis cannot therefore be determined. 


. 





= | 





Axarouy AND “Zoorsy AT Caspaiion Poston 

Clark, bridge, -hawing Readership = 
r- 8., and: Mr. 

Homan Aneieeiiute enn i oak “+ 

canate for the sow Latte om Zanogy Mr. Newton 4) 

is also a candidate. q 


| which, had. been, removed 
gue geeeucaay the case was the large amount of fluid con- 
in the, tumour, and the absence of uterine s. 
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Mu. Ansaes and Mr. Carn Jacksonexhibited specinens of 
\ 1Wo sromouns' colsticrth arti tam bathe °°" - 


dam can the pata amputation at the shox de: 
Was’ a youn 

on months gone wath hi at ‘the thmhout of’ 

with at extent cones the bone, and dfd , 

a Le i by muon ap nga Oe the selina gas 


spits pe: Shahi os of 
mus¢tilar fibrés, in iid Se facie ion. pera- 
‘tion was hy fet tee rd been no recurrence >. 
Rech > ar,» s maahy ehbamod was Femoved = 
y + was ths’ growth. ‘There 
Eee arentic the ee buieap wath the to eof a 
gro mature of .w appenqecss maabovi 

ane, The patient. recovered. 

Mr, Hé_mes showed a’ specimen of 

A TUMOUR OF THE ARM. OF MALIGNANT SARU RS, 
with from the soft of thé arm below 
the Melt andl om the heaider-joint, the herves 
and axillary vessels being expanded over the chief cyst. ‘The 
patient died on the fo day after the operation, appareutly 


oi fatty, dogunarstionsol the heart, but ne post: mortetn “eleagn- 
nation was allowed. 


Mr. Hoimes likewise showed two' 'specimetts of! 


“BtoGRssr ui, AMpUrATios At THE BUR, 
an adult, the disease was redurren: tibroig - pumout of 
ie one The other was a case of entire .afkunnigtion (désteo 
myelitis) of the femur after excision of the hip. ft 
Mr. Heiss also exhibited 


the CfEnts, ‘axp X'CARér SoPTEN Wp FIBRULY TEMOU}: 
in muistak¢ dor am ovarian tumour. 


wd 


mq 
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Tn this case the tumonr had ‘been twice 
as a gallon, of ijnid evacnated. The i 
earlier period under. Mr, Spencer W élis's care, when the disease 
had. been diagnosed as three. fibroid ‘tumours attached: to! the 
| uterus, wae was really the case, Zhe enormoys growth’and 
softening of the uppermost of yee tumours, together withthe 

absence of | uterine hemorrhage and) the «ppareiitiy healthy 
condition. of the as, had ied. te. the mistake. Phe operation 
was fatal,.the intestine having been injured in breaking down 
adhesions, which. were i nimerous and :firm, the 
mesentery and small intestine being almost imbedded! im:the 
tumoer,, The uterus, with twotibroid, growths and the’stalk 
of the one remoyed, was also exhibited: . The tutieont sexhoved 
»was of very t size, and retictlated im textare;:ancd 
attached to the uterus only he qvkishest —- thickness of 

the thumb, rn 

Mr. Bey Baran instanced, @ case which, had been ézsinined at 

ays Hospital, where dibre-cystic degtmerationof the uterus 
ce | fa so Sei a simulated an ovarian tumour that had bet so 
nsidered by all who had seen her... The.womer! hed: been 
hades moribund state. Mm. Bpences Welis a 2 ae 


Dr. Le Hew ves remarked that: tke-cohditian-at the os 
i bad no, great xalug in diagnosis) nf sudh tamoura «The 
use of the uterine sgund, he thought, would have: thioech light 
pon, the 
* Mr. Bevast showed a specinien ore’ © ae. 
see halt SRA OE THR BREAS om 
oes a vannerted woman, aged thirty. who? kad seehiat 
children, and had suff trond = mba 
‘tumour in the breast. ‘It'was explored 
‘eamula, w piece’of menibrane: i "tt, 
incision’ ave exit to the mal of eae 
hydatids. “y x 2 e; I 
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Mr. BryAnt’s second case was one of 
HYDATIDS IN THE BLADDER. 
The patient, a gentleman fifty years of was suffering from | 
staeiien of ike. He had ball oe suueatinis or other Tinos, 
but had had a previous attack of retention in 1851, in whieh | 
no instrument could be but he was spontaneously re- | 
lieved a week afterwards, with no constitutional disturbance. 
The same thing again occurred about seven years afterwards. | 
Some time after that attack he was examined by a surgeon, | 
and pronounced quite healthy. A few days ago, however, | 
similar ptoms manifested themselves. No catheter could | 
be and no urine voided. There was no constitutional 
disturbance or pain, though there was a large tumour in the | 
lower of Ee chtnaha: Girone not equal on the two | 
sides of the abdomen, but more prominent on the right than 
on the left side. On examination per rectum, the vis was | 
found filled up by an indistinctly fluctuating tumour. At- | 
tempts were made to pass a catheter, but in vain. Next day 
an ae lh made to puncture the bladder per rectum ; but 
though punctures were made the bladder was not reached. | 
Then an incision was made from the perineum, and a small | 
hydatid was evacuated. Next, the incision was extended into 
lange mass of hydatids was extracted, enough | 
porringer. The cyst was so large that a catheter passed 
up to its hilt in it. After this, with some manipulation, it was 
found possible to puncture the bladder, and a quart of dark- | 
coloured urine was evacuated. An elastic catheter was fixed | 
in the bladder. The patient was left relieved. (Two similar 
cases which had occurred at Guy’s Hospital were then referred 
to.) 
Mr. Bryant also exhibited a | 


LARGE ADENOLD TUMOUR 


developed in the breast of a woman over seventy years of age. | 
It was the size of a cocoa-nut, and contained numerous cysts. | 
There were no enlarged glands, nor any constitutional disturb- 

ance. The tumour was removed, and proved to be of an inno- 

cent cystic nature. The interest of the case lay in the fact of | 
the advanced age at which the growth commenced. The | 
microscopic examination showed the tubular structure often | 
found in the adenoid tumours of y life. 

Mr. Watson showed the Larynx and Trachea from a case of 
Croup in which tracheotomy had been performed. 

Dr. Crisp wished to correct a report in Tue Lancer of 
something which had fallen from him with respect to the 
cattle plague. He had been represented as saying that he had | 
eaten a portion of meat from an animal suffering under this | 
disease, and recommended it for public consumption. The | 
pwd = pws ana sage —- ——- He = never 

i t other ms sho eat such meat, though he 
himself had done so by way of experiment. 

Mr. Z. Lavrence brought before the Society a patient 
affected, as he believed, with an entozoon in the eye. 


Bitieos amd Botices of Books 


Dictionary of Practical Medicine. By James CopLanp, 
M.D., F.R.S., &. Abri by the Author, assisted by 
James C. Coptann, M.R.C.S., M.S.A. And throughout 
— down to the present state of Medical Science, 
London : Longmans, Green, and Co. 

Dr. CoPpLAND is in one sense the most remarkable medical 
writer living. The medical world was astonished at the labour 
and learning implied in the Dictionary of Practical Medicine, 
which all medical men either have or have wished to possess. 
He has just given another proof of his energy and power in the 
publication of an abridgment of the original work. It will be 
quite intelligible to our readers that a mere abridgment of the 
original work, such as would have been obtained by deleting 
large parts of it, would not have brought it up to the present 
condition of medical science. Many of us think that medical 
science progresses too slowly, and that we are not much wiser 
than our predecessors of a generation back. A comparison of 
any two medical works representing the respective times will 
be quite sufficient to dispel this notion ; and although Dr. Cop- 
land, with a loyalty to old opinions which we can all under- 














| stand in him, is apt to think that much that is true in the 
' present medical doctrine is not so new as not to have had its 
germs in the principles he inculcated in his original great work, 
yet he shows in many of his chief articles that most important 
light has recently been thrown on the principal morbid con- 
ditions of the body, which necessitates a reconsideration, if not 
a reconstruction, of old theories. This abridgment will be most 


| welcome toa large portion of the profession, not only as placing 


the work more easily within their reach, but as bringing the 
subjects up to the present time. Dr. Copland explains that 
the abridgment has not been effected by leaving out any essen- 
tial parts of the original work, but mainly by omitting the 
Bibliography and several articles ‘‘ appertaini..g rather to the 
subsidiary sciences and to general pathology than to practical 
medicine.” The Bibliography of the original Dictionary was 
certainly a most interesting part of the work, and the omission 
of it will be a cause of regret to all, both because it was most 
valuable for purposes of reference, and was a measure of the 
breadth of Dr, Copland’s acquaintance with the various sub- 
jects. The latter reason is the lesser one; for the proof of 
Dr. Copland’s learning remains in the book itself, and will 
remain as long as his Dictionary shall be consulted, as it will 
be for a great while to come. 

This work, we have said, is not a mere abridgment. Com- 
parison of the parts of it which treat of great subjects with 
corresponding parts of the original work, will show that the 
most recent researches of modern pathologists have been con- 
sidered. There are one or two diseases, indeed, which have 
been but lately elucidated, that are either omitted or quite 
insufficiently treated. For example, we see no notice of leu- 
cocythzemia, and a very short one of thrombosis and embolism. 
But in other articles there is a very fair account of recent 
views and labours. For instance, in the articles on Diphtheria, 
on Insanity, on Inflammation, and on Tumours. It is but just 
to say, by the way, that for much of the new matter and thought 
introduced into these various articles the author is indebted, 
as he himself tells us, to Mr. J. C. Copland. 

The article on Diphtheria is an excellent one. In it the 
author gives a succinct history of diphtheritic diseases as seen 
in former times, a good description of it as seen now, and an 
account of the views of Trousseau, Greenhow, and the best 
authorities. With an acceptable allusion to the opinions of 
others, he incorporates more personal contributions to the elu- 
cidation of the subject of considerable interest. Thus, after 

various points of distinction between scarlatina 
and diphtheria, hesays: ‘‘ Lastly, I have seen several cases of 
diphtheria in its worst and undoubted forms follow true scarlet 
fever, after periods from six weeks to two months.” 

The article on Insanity contains a good exposition of most 
that we know of the pathology of this disease, including an 
account of the researches of M. Parchappe, Bucknill, Sankey, 
Tuke, Winslow, and others. The writer, Mr. J. C. Copland, 
argues for the opinion that inflammation of the cerebrum, in 
some form or degree, contrary to Dr. Bucknill’s views, may be 
a frequent cause or condition of insanity. We may quote the 
following passage, not only for its bearing on this important 
question, but as illustrating the fact that in reasoning upon 
morbid conditions the views of modern pathologists have not 
been overlooked. We should premise, for the benefit of our 
readers, that Dr. Bucknill holds that, while general congestion 
of the cerebral convolutions may be a not unfrequent cause of 


| insanity, inflammation is ‘neither directly influential as a 


cause nor as a condition of insanity.” Mr. Copland on this 
point says : 

‘*We must bear in mind the important fact that the views 
of the most able ists of the present day are tending to 
discredit the of bloodvessels, or even of the nerves, 
i i rocess, and ‘to lecate 


That Virchow and his followers have erred in too 
sisting upon the primary activity of the cells, is an opinion 
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that may be for many reasons very justly entertained ; but no 
one would for a moment deny that the tissue elements do really 
take an important part in the production of inflammation, 
especially non this process is of a chronic kind, when the 
affected are predisposed to it from their peculiarity of 
structure or activity of function, and when the causes in opera- 
tion are such as would act primarily upon the tissue elements 
themselves. Now, if we admit this remarkable agency and 
rimary activity of the tissues in the early process of some 
| of disease, we might expect, d priori, that an organ so 
delicately organized as the brain, so abundantly supplied with 
bloodvessels, with functions so active and exalted, and so sub- 
ject to the influence of causes which act primarily upon its 
minutest elements, would be particularly prone to a lesion in 
the productiom'of which the tissue elements are supposed by 
the cellular pathologists to take so important a part.’ 

One of the benefits which we may hope will result from a 
truer theory of the process called inflammation will be, that 
the necessity for long discussions of the difference between 
similar processes on the boundary line between congestion and 
inflammation will be superseded. It seems to us that between 
‘a preternatural fulness of the cerebral vessels which inter- 
feres with the uniform and healthy nutrition and metamor- 
phosis of the cells,” and true inflammation as understood by 
modern pathologists, the difference is very slight ; and yet a 
great part of medical works has consisted of discussions of 
which this differentiation is the object. 

In this very work thirty-four closely-printed pages are taken 
up with the discussion of the general process of inflammation. | 
The views of Virchow, Paget, and Simon are given clearly, | 
although it must be admitted that they do not seem to have 


greatly altered the author's view of this subject. He evidently | 


thinks more of the nervous and vascular element in the origin 
and progress of inflammation than of the tissue or cell element, 
which more modern pathologists are disposed to regard as the 
essential one. The author says :— 

**T have in the larger edition of this work, as well as in 
other works long previously published, contended that the 

productive of inflammatory phenomena, whether these 
changes are seated in the: granules, molecules, or cells, or 
nuclei of cells constituting the several tissues, originate in 
pong I ee wr cells existing in all animal structures, these 
cells being the origin of the organic or glial nerves in the 
structures and viscera, communicating fibrils with each other, 
surrounding arteries and capillaries, amalgamating with the 
tenaieainal the spinal and sensory nerves, and endowing the 
structures—whether cells, molecules, fibres, granules, &c.— 
with which they are associated with vital force or manifesta- 
tion, according to the states or changes produced in them by 
extrinsic or intfinsic causes.” 

Without endorsing all the anatomy and physiology of this 
paragraph, we may allow that Dr. Copland is supported by 
the latest light of physiology, especially by the experiments 
of Claude Bernard and Professor Mantegazza, of Milan (see 
Tue Lancet, Sept. 9th, 1865), in assigning great importance 
to the influence of nerves in the causation of the essential part 
of the inflammatory process, such as changes in the calibre of 
vessels and exudation. There is probably this material error, 
however, in the view of Dr. Copland and the older pathologists 
as to the nature of the nervous element originating inflam- 
mation. According to them it is of the nature of excitement. 
“‘I have already contended that inflammation, in its more 
sthenic forms, is a result of an irritated or morbidly excited 
state of the organic nervous cells connected with the capillaries 
of the affected part.” Scientific observation of infl 
states and the artificial production of these by physiological 
experiment tend rather to show that, so far from depending 
upon an excited or excessive nervous supply, they depend on 
a defective, weakened, or depressed nervous supply. The 
practical importance of this distinction is enormous, and is 
doubtless the key to the changes which are coming over our 
views as to the treatment of disease. We have not space here 
to follow out this idea. Suffice it to say that there is a remark- 
able concurrence of evidence to prove that inflammation, so 


| far from implying increased action in a part, implies diminished 
nervous supply, diminished blood supply, and ‘‘ diminished or 

| suspended nutrition.’ 
But we must not prolong the criticism of this book. The 
great reputation of it renders this unnecessary. It is not pre- 
| tended that the general style and character of the work have 
| the virtue of recentness. New views are fairly stated and criti- 
cised. But the value of the work will consist mainly in its 
| richness in medical learning ; in the full history it gives of 
disease and the views of authorities ; and in the fact that it 
| contains the opinions of the author, who is indeed entitled to 
| have opinions if fifty years of close and intelligent observation 
of disease can constitute such a title. Other works will com- 
| pete with this, but will not soon supersede it. As a book of 
reference it will hold its ground for a long time to come. Few 
men will do for us what Dr. Copland has done. Men are all 
taking to specialties now ; they are spending their energies on 
| fine points in physiology, which no doubt will prove rich in 
medical results, and will largely alter—indeed have already 
| altered—our notions of disease and its treatment; but we 
| shall long be indebted to Dr. Copland’s Dictionary for a sys- 





| tematic, elaborate, and withal practical account of almost 
| every internal disease, and of the history of our knowledge o' 
it, such as is not to be got in any other book in our language. 
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History of the Discoveries of the Circulation of the Blood, and 
of the Ganglia and Nerves, and of the Action of the Heart. By 
| Ropert Lez, M.D., F.R.S. pp. 40. London: Bentley. 
1865. — Of course Dr. Robert Lee does not claim Harvey's 
great discovery, though his title-page might lead one to think 
so. He only uses Harvey and all succeeding anatomists as 
avant-courriers to his own researches upon, and we believe we 
may legitimately say discovery of, the ganglia of the heart. 
A quotation from William Hunter, applied to his own case by 
Dr. Lee himself, is so very apposite that we will venture te 
quote it. ‘‘ It is remarkable that there is scarce a consider- 
able character in anatomy that is not concerned with some 
warm controversy. Anatomists have ever been engaged in 
contention.”” And certainly Dr. Robert Lee is a signal ex- 
ample of this propensity; for, since the year 1839, he has 
never ceased to wage war with certain anatomists who failed 
to see the nerves he showed them in the uterus, and who, in 
1848, filled up the measure of their wickedness by denying the 
existence of the ganglia described by Dr. Lee in the heart. 
This matter was set right, however, eventually, Dr. Lee’s cha- 
racter was vindicated, and he had the gratitication of telling 
| the whole story in his own forcible manner in his Lumleian 
Lectures in 1857, a part of which he has reproduced in the 
present volume. We have no doubt Dr. Lee is correct in his 
dissections; but if any of our readers entertains doubts upon 
the subject, he can see the original preparations in the museum 
of St. George’s Hospital, and Dr. Lee will be only too happy 
to enforce his views any hour of the day—or night. 

History of a successful Case of Amputation at the Hip-joint. 
By J. Sampson Gamer, Surgeon to the Queen’s Hospital, 
Birmingham. With Four Photographs. pp. 33. London: 
Churchill and Sons. 1865. — This very handsomely got-up 
essay gives a good account of a very remarkable and successfu! 
case of amputation at the hip-joint. The patient was suffering 
from an enormous enchondromatous tumour of the right thigh, 
the limb measuring forty-eight inches in circumference, and 
weighing ninty-nine pounds when removed. He was in a 
very ¢€ condition, but made a good recovery. The 
photographic illustrations by Sarony and Pierre-Petit, are four 
in number, and are capital examples of illustrative art. They 
represent the patient before and after the operation, and the 
tumour in face and in section. Mr. Gamgee appends some 
remarks on surgical dietetics; and contrasts the treatment of 
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his case with the more heroic method employed by his col-| A Glance at the Progress of Medical Science, and. at some 
league, Mr. Sands Cox, in a similar case (also successful) more | Phases of Medical Faith. By Evwarp Exuts, M.D., Surgeon 
than twenty years ago. He may be congratulated on having | to the Royal Pimlico Dispensary and Lying-in Charity, &c. 
made an interesting and useful addition to surgical literature. | pp. 32. London: Churchill and Sons. 1865.—This pamphlet, 

Ghe Dental Licentiates’ Directory and Local List. By | originally written as a popular lecture, sets forth in plain lan- 
Aurrep Hiri, L.D.S. London: Churchill and Sons.—The | guage some of those simple matters connected with life of 
dental practitioners who have passed the examination in dental | which the public generally is so ignorant. Towards the con- 
surgery at the College of Surgeons have thought it advisable clusion Dr. Ellis gives a short but effective demonstration of 
to publish a small Directory of their own, so that they may be | the absurdities of the prevalent quackeries of the day. The 
able to recognise fellow-licentiates, and that the medical pro- | tone and object of the pamphlet are worthy of commendation. 
fession and the public at large may have some authoritative = Beitray zur Geschichte und Pathologie des Albinismus par- 
book of reference as to the status of a dental practitioner. We | tialis und der Vitiligo. Von Dr. Hermann Brrern, &c. 
think the idea a good one, and that it has been well carried Dresden : E. Blochmam and Sons. 1864.—This is a monograph 
out by Mr. Hill; the only suggestion we would make being, | on partial albinism and vitiligo, published in and extracted 
whether it would not have been a more complete Dental | from the ‘‘ Transactions of the Imperial German Academy of 











Directory if it had included the names of gentlemen who, 
though for various reasons they have not become “licentiates 
in dental surgery,” are practising dentistry with a full surgical 
diploma? We quite appreciate the exclusion of dental practi- | 
tioners sine diplomate ; but doubt the wisdom of making such | 
an invidious distinction as that we have mentioned in the pre- | 
sent comparatively infantile state of the dental profession as a 
separate body. As regards details, we would recommend Mr. | 
Hill, in his next edition, to put the address immediately after | 
the name of the licentiate, and not at the end of his qualifica- | 
tions and writings, the list of which in one or two cases is 
stupendous. We may also hint that the too free use of initials 
becomes tiresome and unintelligible: thus M.O.S., M.P.S., | 
F.R.M. & C.S., might be advantageously lengthened to Memb. | 
Odontol. Soc., Memb. Pathol. Soc., and Fel. Roy. Med. -Chi. Soc. 
On the Speedy Relief af Pain and other Nervous A ffections by 
means of the Hypodermic Method. By Cuaries Hunter. 
London: Churchill and Sons.--Mr. Hunter here collects his | 
various contributions to medical periodicals on the subject of 
the hypodermic method of introducing medicines into the | 
system. This method was first employed for local purposes | 
by Dr. Alexander Wood, of Edinburgh. Mr. Hunter has 
laboured to popularize this method as a general means of 
treatment. Various sedatives—morphia especially—act more 
rapidly and effectually when thus administered than when 
passed into the stomach. Other alkaloids may also be used 
very effectively in the hypodermic manner. Quinine and 
atropia are well-known examples. This method is extensively | 





Naturalists.” The author gives a very complete historical 
view of his subject. He discusses the nomenclature and classi- 
| fication of the various forms of albinism, and distinguishes 
them pathologically. He relates, and figures in an excellent 
coloured plate, a singular case of partial albinism. Altogether 
this is a scholarly and complete monograph. Dr. Beigel, prac- 
tising in London, and being well acquainted with our own 
language and literature, has largely illustrated his paper by 
reference to English writings. We commend this monograph 
to the perusal of the large and active class of dermatologists 
in this country. 

The Antecedentsof Cancer. By Cuas. H. Moors, F.R.C.8., 
Surgeon to the Middlesex Hospital. London: T. Richards.— 
This is a reprint of a careful and thoughtful paper read by 
Mr. Moore before the British Medical Association. The author 
concludes from his inquiries that cancer has no relation to any 
antecedent general malady. 

The Fortnightly Review.—lIf this publication scarcely fultils 
the large promises of its prospectus, the last number at least 
well maintains the high character that its predecessors had 
gained. For freshness and originality of thought, for general 
excellence and variety of interest, for liberality of opinion 
and feeling, this Review already holds a distinguished place 
among the crowd of older periodicals. Amongst many ex- 
cellent articles is one on C inity in It is one 
of the best numbers of the Fortnightly Review we have seen 
for some time. 

The Phenomena of Radiation, as exemplifying the Wisdom and 


employed on the Continent, and yields such excellent results | Beneficence of God. By Grorck Warixcton, F.C.S. London: 
in diseases such as sciatica, facial neuralgia, and delirium tre- | William Skeffington, Piccadilly.—This is a scientific treatise, 
mens, that it will probably enjoy a permanent and increasing | written with a religious object. The writer consequently 
reputation. Mr. Hunter has taken a very important part in | labours rather to bring his subject down to the comprehension 
studying and extending the therapeutical use of hypodermic | of ordinary readers than to advance the science beyond its 


injections. 

I) Etat Naissant dans le Domaine Médical. Par Jean Brr- 
NARD. Paris: J. B. Bailliére. 1864.—M. Bernard is the 
victim of a great idea—the powers of nascent iodine, and gene- 


| previous limits. The scientific reader will find nothing new 
| in the work, and will probably not consult it. It will well 
| repay a reading by the uninitiated. Tracing radiation to its 


| great source in the sun, the author follows it through all its 


rally the superior activity of chemical remedies administered various ramifications in our earth, ascribing to it the early 
so as to act in the nascent state. This volume details a series | formation of our globe, its present conformation of land and 
of experiments and long arguments which have convinced him- | water, hill and valley ; all its varieties of climate and season, 
self—but no one else—that he has made a great discovery. and the consequent preservatiou of all vegetable and animal 
He is so incapable of logical deduction as deliberately to | life. Tracing these and many more results to the ‘ractional 
assume that he has done the one thing which he ought, but | amount of solar radiation that reaches our earth — viz, 
bas entirely tailed, todo. He has not demonstrated one fact | ....¢,c5ysth part, and showing the constant and minute con- 
which authorizes us to believe that nascent iodine has any | trol of this great agent in the production of all the effects 
effect upon the tissues different from that of iodine in its ordi- designed, Mr. Warington infers the wisdom and goodness of 
nary combinations. : the Creator. 

The Har in Health and Disease. By Wm. Harvey, F.R.C.S.| San Remo as a Winter Residence. By an Invalid. London: 
London: Renshaw. — This little book has ran through four | Churchill and Sens.—An interesting account of a winter Sani- 
editions, and the author states he has revise and corrected | tarium in the Riviera, said to have all the advantages of Men- 
many parts. We do not see reason for any particular analysis: | tone with others peculiar to itself. 
it will be found serviceable to the practitioner and student | ——— : 
desirous of becoming acquainted with ear diseases. There is 
a chapter on Throat- Deafness, which we consider may be 
studied with advantage. 


~“Gwanena Guvenst Hoerran.—A large and influ- 


ential meeting has been held in Swansea for the of 


the proposed general . At the close of the meeting 
the total subscriptions amounted to £6400. 
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LONDON : SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1865. 


A rew weeks ago there appeared in 7'ie Times a letter from 
the Secretary of the Female Medical College. This letter pro- 
fessed to demonstrate, by statistics drawn on the one hand 
from the Registrar-General’s returns, and on the other from 
the records of the Royal Maternity Charity, the following 
propositions: 1. That the mortality in childbed was far greater 
amongst the general population of London than amongst that 
section of it which was under the care of the Royal Maternity 
Charity ; 2. That the excess of mortality amongst the general 
population was due to puerperal fever; 3. That puerperal 
fever was much more rare amongst the patients of the Charity 
because they were attended by midwives; 4. That puerperal 
fever was spread by medical men, who carried the elements of 
disease to lying-in women from the dissecting-room and from 
the sick-room. Hence the corollary that midwifery ought to 
be practised apart from the other branches of medicine by 
women specially educated. There was, however, this singular 
and contradictory proviso—namely, that in cases of unusual 
difficulty medical men should be called in to help the mid- 
wives. To expose the futility of this argument, it might 
be sufficient to call to mind that it is directly adverse to 
the course of civilization, to the progress of medical science, 
and to the deliberate practice of the educated classes of this 
country. The present generation has, in fact, emerged from 
the very condition to which we are invited to go back. 
Englishwomen of the easier classes, who can select their 
attendants, know perfectly well that they enjoy an amount of 
safety that is not attainable elsewhere. On the Continent, 
notably in most parts of Germany, the greater part of the 
obstetric practice is in the hands of educated midwives, acting 
under State -recognition and regulations, and relying upon 
medical men in cases of difficulty. Is midwifery more successful 
or more free from puerperal fever there than here? It is well 
known to be the reverse. The fact that with the advance of 
civilization obstetric practice has more and more completely 
fallen within the general practice of medicine, is in itself pre- 
sumptive evidence that a vitiating fallacy must underlie the 
argument for return to the practice of barbarous ages. This alone 
would induce anyone accustomed to exercise the judicial faculty 
to pause and doubt the trustworthiness of the statistical state- 
ments which serve to sustain the argument. How easy it is to 
fall into error by putting faith in statistics is well known to all 
medical inquirers. People are apt to mistake statistical ex- 
pressions for statements of facts. Rarcly indeed are they 
anything of the kind. Statistical expressions are mere ab- 
stractions : arithmetical results. All diseases being highly 
complex results of causes and reactions, seem to defy the satis- 
factory extraction of the one simple fact which alone can be 
dealt with as a unity and cast up with similar units in a 
statistical column. This difficulty is apt to vitiate all medical 


THE STATISTICS OF CHILDBED MORTALITY. 


facts. But this is clearly impossible in dealing with the gross 
figures of the Registrar-General’s tables. Here the original 
facts are for the most part irrecoverably lost to scrutiny. 
Such statistics, therefore, are figures, not facts. 

All this is well shown by Dr. Barnes. But he goes further. 
In his last lecture on the Causes of Puerperal Fever, published 
in this journal, he subjects to a close examination the statistics 
of childbed mortality m London and in the Royal Maternity 
Charity. Taking the statement that during the five years 
1860-64 the Maternity labours were 17,242, with 31 deaths, 
or 1 in 556, from “ puerperal causes,” and in all London the 
labours were 492,634, with 2361 deaths, or 1 in 208}, he shows 
that this striking contrast is obtained by taking no note of 
material factors on one side whilst they stand on the other. Thus 
whilst the full number of labours in the Charity is stated, the 
number of labours registered in all London ought to be raised 
15 per cent., or perhaps more, to make up for the labours end- 
ing in still-birth, premature labours and abortions, and an in- 
definite number of live-births of which no account is taken by 
the Registrar-General. 

Then, again, the London mortality includes the deaths in 
four lying-in hospitals. In these institutions, although the 
greater number of labours are attended by midwives, the mor- 
tality from puerperal fever is great beyond all comparison with 
what occurs in home-practice. These deaths (142 in number) 
ought clearly to be subtracted from the deaths of the general 
population. If counted at all, they ought to be added to the 
midwives’ scale. (n the other hand, an error equally great is 
made by striking out deaths from the account of the Charity, 
whilst deaths from similar causes are counted against the 
general population. Thus, the deaths in the Charity are stated 
to be 31 from “‘ puerperal causes,” this title including fever 
and the more ordinary accidents in labour, as rupture of the 
uterus, exhaustion, &c.; but excluding no less than 20 other 
deaths due to causes with which it is held quite legitimate to 
swell the deaths from “‘ puerperal causes” in the general popu- 
lation. Making these obviously necessary corrections, Dr. 
Barnes finds the comparison to stand as fellows :— 

Royal Maternity Charity ... 1 death in 325. 
See ae! a ce Se 
Instead of 1 death in 556 for the Charity, and 1 in 2084 for all 
London. But even this difference would vanish altogether if 
the Charity did not take charge of “‘ selected cases” only; for 
example, it takes none but married women, a very small pro- 
portion of first labours, hardly wy premature labours, less 
than the average of severe labours of all kinds. Now it is just 
amongst these labours, excluded from the Charity and thrown 
upon the general population, that deaths, as from convulsions, 
mania, hemorrhage, shock, and puerperal fever, are most fre- 
quent. To set this conclusion beyond dispute, Dr. Barnes 
cites the experience of St. Thomas's and Guy’s Hospital Mater- 
nities, in which the labours are conducted by students. These 
show a mortality considerably smaller than that of the Charity. 
Thus, Guy’s and St. Thomas’s together, out of 18,383 labours, 
lost only 53 patients, or 1 in 349, to compare with the Charity 
mortality of 1 in 325! Of the 3512 cases belonging to St. 
Thomas's, only 2 deaths were due to “‘ puerperal fever.” Thus 
the students are far more successful than the midwives. But 
even this is no fair representation of ordinary obstetric prac- 





statistics. The only hope of arriving at trustworthy figures 
is to take a series of most rigorously observed and analyzed 


tice. Mr. Bartey, of Thetford, publishes in the first volume 
of the Obstetrical Society’s ‘‘ Transactions” the statistics of 
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6476 labours attended by himself during fifty years. His loss 
was 1 in 432. And we are confident that the prevalent rate in 
the practice of medical men does not exceed this, whilst 
hundreds of practitioners scarcely know puerperal fever from 
their own experience. 

In thus analyzing the unanswerable facts and reasoning of 
Dr. Barnes, we do not for a moment seek to deny, or even to 
underestimate, the real danger that exists of carrying morbid 
poisons from the dissecting-room and sick-room to the lying-in 
woman. We think strongly that men should not combine the 
practice of dissection with that of midwifery. We believe 
that rigid precautions are necessary to guard against infection. 
We know that such precautions are adopted by medical men; 
and we also know that infection is not so carefully guarded 
against by midwives and nurses. Women in childbed take 
the poison of puerperal fever, small-pox, scarlatina, erysipelas, 
from a variety of sources. Perhaps the rarest of all is the 
medical attendant. Nor must it be overlooked—and the fact 
is one that deserves especially to be recollected—that a certain 
number of cases of puerperal fever are due entirely to causes 
existing in the patient herself, having nothing to do with 
external poisons. Dr. Baawnes has devoted no less than three 
lectures to the description of cases of this order, and has not, 
we believe, yet described them all. 

The case of the midwives, then, as against medical 
men, has entirely broken down. English matrons will not 
be persuaded that they are mistaken in their instincts or in 
their judgments, which lead them to put their trust in the 
educated practitioner. We imagine that better arguments 
than those yet adduced must be found before the educated 
public of the nineteenth century will be tempted to revert to 
the practice of a barbarous age. 


<n 
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Tue Daily News of the 7th inst. contained the following 
judicious remarks upon medical advertising apropos of the 
Hunter case :— 


**A deposition taken by Mr. Mansfield, the police magis- 
trate, and published yesterday (6th inst.) in our columns, has led 
several correspondents to inquire of us whether the ‘ Doctor 
Hunter’ mentioned therein is the same person whose letters 
on consumption have appeared in several English papers as 
‘communications’ to their editors. That, we believe, is the 
fact; and we trust that what has since become known will 
have the effect of directing attention to an innovation against 
which it is important that the conductors of English news- 
papers should set their faces. ‘Dr. Hunter’ has no British 
qualification entitling him to practise medicine or surgery ; yet 
he has been permitted to do what we believe no British phy- 
sician or surgeon was ever allowed to do, nor we hope ever will 
be—to publish his advertisements, not in the ordinary form 
known to Mr. Morison and Professor Holloway, in which they 
would have been at once recognised by the public, but in that 
of scientific contributions inserted in the body of the news- 
paper among the original articles, reviews, letters to the editor, 
and the like. 
public journals for the purpose of obtaining patients sprang up 
in the United States; but even there, we believe, such letters 
are always printed as advertisements, and then—caveat emptor. 
To some readers it may seem of little consequence whether 
letters of this kind come before the public in one form or an- 
other; but ‘Dr. Hunter’ knows better, and pays to those who 
will take his money much more than the price of acknowl 
advertisements, expressly to obtain the insertion of his letters 


The practice of publishing medical letters in the | 


in the body of the paper, amongst those articles over which 
the supervision of the editor is supposed to be exercised, and 
in order that they may seem to be published under his sanction. 
It is not necessary to point out the evils likely to follow such 
a deviation from the established practice of the press. If our 
observation has been exact, some of our contemporaries who at 
first sanctioned this departure from usage subsequently per- 
ceived its impropriety, and discontinued the publication of 
these letters, and we have little doubt that others will do so 
when they have been led to consider the matter in its various 
bearings.” 

The fact is, that Hunrer imported here a transatlantic 
system of ‘‘ doing medical business” which was painfully felt 
in our body to be highly derogatory to the position due to 
Medicine as a profession. We cannot but repeat the expression 
of regret which we felt and uttered at the time, that, even in 
the form of advertisement, so much prominence was given to 
columns of medical matter in political journals; and to that 
extent we go further than our contemporary can perhaps be 
expected to go. 

There are other modes of medical advertising in political 
papers than those practised by HunTrr, which, although more 
specious and less openly objectionable, are yet, in our opinion, 
reprehensible. We refer to the practice of addressing letters 
to the public journals on modes of cure, or the procuring the 
insertion in their columns of reports of a similar character, A 
long experience of cancer-curers, consumption-curers, and 
cholera-curers, impatient of the alleged slowness of their 
prefessional brethren to appreciate the value of their recom- 
mendations, must have taught the conductors of newspapers 
that those who seek their aid to advertise their schemes have 
been almost without exception simpletons, fanatics, or worse ; 
and that no useful addition to medical resources has ever been 
made through the columns of a political newspaper, or is ever 
likely to be. Those who have anything to suggest which will 
bear the test of skilled examination are ready enough to sub- 
mit it to that test. Laudari a laudato is the pride of the 
intelligent man; to be judged by his peers the desire of the 
honest man. An appeal to the credulous and uninformed 
masses is the ready resource of those who fear to pass the 
ordeal of instructed judges; for all must know that that ver- 
dict, if affirmative, is by far the most weighty and the most 
honourable. If the editors of public journals will open their 
columns to all the wild communications of medical fanatics 
and speculators, they cannot be surprised to find the predic- 
tions and directions to which they thus give mischievous cir- 
culation falsified and discredited. Unfortunately they are but 
too apt, under such circumstances, to throw the blame on the 
science which has been thus erroneously and imperfectly 
represented in their pages. 

The long reviews of medical books which appear occasionally 
in political journals are also, in our opinion, open to objection, 
They are out of place in such columns. It is rare indeed that 
the subject admits of fair discussion for general readers ; and 
yet more rare that any attempt is made in such reviews to 
carry out a real examination of the merits of the book. They 
are commonly highly laudatory notices of medical works, evi- 
dently dictated by feelings of friendship to the author, and 
frequently also an implicit belief in his remarkable capacity. 
Such criticisms are, in fact, rather undignified puffs. We 
| regret to see, however, that really distinguished men occa- 
| sionally yield to the temptation of permitting their friends of 
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the political press thus to “‘ review” their books. Certainly 
it is a custom which has little to recommend it, and is open to 
many serious objections. 


ea 
——— 





Mr. Renpxg, in his letter to the Surrey magistrates, pub- 
lished in Tue Lancer of the 4th inst., has rendered an 
important service to his professional brethren. On many 
oceasions he has given evidence of his claim to be justly 
regarded as an energetic and able reformer of abuses, As 
the matter is one from which personal considerations may 
with propriety be excluded, it commends itself to our atten- 
tion with augmented force and importance. What are the 
facts presented to our notice? The magistrates of Surrey 
advertise for a surgeon to the county gaol; the conditions 
were distinctly stated. They appointed a committee of the 
visiting justices to inquire whether these conditions on the 
part of the five gentlemen who presented themselves for elec- 
tion were complied with. The visiting justices exercised the 
duty imposed upon them in a very remarkable manner. They 
virtually ignored the claims of four of the candidates, Upon 
what grounds, however, we are totally at a loss to conceive. 
They were all gentlemen of respectable position, and as 
much entitled as was the chosen candidate to enter into a fair 
competition for the obtainment of the office to which they 
aspired. The complaint justly made by the four rejected 
gentlemen amounts simply to this, that the visiting justices, 
acting as an ‘‘ imperinm in imperio,” actually deprived them of 
the privilege which they properly claimed by the terms of the 
advertisement. In other words, the visiting justices, and not 
the bench of magistrates, were electors of the candidates to 
the vacant office. Had this been stated in the advertisement 
there would have been no ground of complaint; but as the 
contrary is the fact, we think the gentlemen who were rejected 
have a just and reasonable grievance as to the manner in 
which they have been treated. It is honourable to them that 
they make no complaint against the gentleman whom the 


visiting justices chose to nominate. No one could reasonably | 


do so, but it is essential, in the interests of the public and the 
profession, that elections to important offices should be con- 
ducted in a spirit of fairness and impartiality. This is the 
point upon which the four rejected candidates and the visit- 
ing justices are at issue. If legitimate claims are to be 
ignored upon no reasonable ground by an absolute clique, 
good and able men will be prevented from entering the 
field of competition to offices of public trust. In some 
cases, under this system, the results might be inimical to 
the interests of the community. Fortunately in the present 
case it is not so; but the issue raised by the letter of Mr. 

RENDLE has a wider bearing than that which relates particu- 
larly to the late election of surgeon to the Surrey County Gaol. 
The four rejected candidates complied in every particular with 
the requisitions of their electors. It is reasonable to inquire 
upon what grounds they were rejected by the visiting justices. 
As two of these are, we believe, members of our own profession, 
they may perhaps feel it incumbent upon them to give an ex- 
planation of their conduct. Should they fail, however, to do 
so, they must not complain if their proceeding in this matter 
is subjected to adverse criticism. As representatives of their 
calling, they are bound to protect its interests and its honour, 
and to act in such a manner as will entitle them to the respect 
and esteem of their brethren. 
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Medical Yanotations. 


“Ne quid nimis.” 





MURDERED CHILDREN. 


We cannot rest satistied with the explanation of Lord Stanley, 
that the frequency with which cases of child-murder are brought 
before the public notice is due rather to the more complete 
system of holding inquests and reporting them than to any 
actual increase of the crime of infanticide. The most expe- 
rienced of our coroners are convinced that the crime is daily 
assuming greater proportions. And assuredly the dreadful fre- 
quency of child-murder is a blot upon our character as a God- 
fearing people. It is not only that illegitimate children are 
beyond question killed habitually by the deliberate privation of 
milk and the like barbarous cruelties, but the streets are lite- 
rally strewn with the bodies of murdered infants; and anyone 
who sees a packet lying in the street by night fears to touch 
it, knowing the dreadful secret which it may probably contain. 
Three such packets picked up in one district, and containing 
dead children, were the subjects of three inquests held recently 
by one coroner, Mr. Serjeant Payne. The children were all 
murdered : in one case atrociously suffocated by a pitch-plaster 
over the mouth; in the others, strangled and drowned. The 
Coroner, unusually shocked by the dreadful business of the 
day, said that he should make a representation to the Crown. 
The “Crown,” which is represented in such a case by the 
Home Office, is not very fertile in expedients: it will probabiy 
be tranquilly bothered by the representation, and there the 
matter will end. But can the nation be content to let it rest 
here? And if not, what are the remedies ? We have no belief in 
the efficacy of Foundling Hospitals. Dr. T. K. Chambers, in his 
lectures at St. Mary’s Hospital, has presented an additional 
example of the great mortality amongst foundling children, 
drawn from the records of an Italian city. Of the “‘ exposed” 
children, numbering 699 in the year, 333 were either taken out 
of the box dead or died within the twelvemonth. The remedy 
lies, in our opinion, in an alteration of that severe social code 
which drives the mother to despair by shutting her out from 
employment and expelling her from her home and friends ; and 
in removing the legal injustice which reduces the pittance 
payable by the father to a miserable pretence of support, how- 
ever rich or prosperous he may be, and leaves him compara- 
tively unscathed in pocket and character, while it visits the 
sin but too cruelly on the helpless mother. We can see no 
justice in the law which prohibits the parish from assisting to 





| querable. 


affiliate the child; we can see no reason in the limitation of the 
| legal allowance to a sum utterly insufficient for the mainte- 
| nance of the child, even in the first year of its life. Evidently 
| these laws have been made by men. They drive women to 

despair. In their misery and abandonment, or in their fear and 
| agony of mind, they commit murder, which men dare not 
punish for shame’s sake, and more than half condone for pity’s 
sake. So that child-murder is frequently less severely punished 
when detected, and by far more often escapes punishment alto- 
| gether, than cruelty to horses and dogs, the perpetrators of 
which are righteously hunted down by the agents of an excel- 
lent Society. 


THE PHARMACOPCIA. 


CORRESPONDENTS, whose opinions we value, have repre- 
|} sented to us that, however desirable it may be to give to the 
| proof copies of the forthcoming Pharmacopeia circulation 
amongst persons capable of satisfactorily criticizing them, prior 
to the printing of the full edition, the practical difficulties 
of such an “ indiscriminate distribution” would be uncon- 
To this we would reply, that we do not contemplate 
' an indiscriminate distribution. It is understood, and was part 
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of a verbal arrangement made at the last general meeting of | 
the Medical Council, that a complete copy of the proofs should 
be sent to each member of the Council a month before the 
meeting of the General Medical Council. It will be in the 
power of each member, therefore, individually to consult 
whomsoever he may hold to be a good pharmaceutical autho- 
rity, and to forward the remarks suggested to him under the 
cover of his official character. Hence we object to the proofs 
being marked ‘‘ private and confidential,” as they were on the 
last occasion. Further than this, we would suggest that a 
copy should at the same time be forwarded to each of the 
medical corporations, to the Council of the Pharmaceutical 
Society, and any similar organization in the United Kingdom. 
It will be remembered that the last edition was greatly damaged 
in public credit by the condemnation of the President of the 
College of Physicians, and of the Professor of Pharmacy of the 
Pharmaceutical Society, reported in our columns. 

There could be no difficulty in forwarding the proof volume 
to these various corporations; and they could appoint com- 
mittees to report within the month. We shall then have a 
really authoritative Pharmacopeia; for, as we have before 
stated, the scientific authority of a Pharmacopeeia rests, not 
so much on the prestige of the body from which it emanates, 
as on the general assent which its merits obtain. And when 
once the editors have completed their labours, and have had 
the opportunity of digesting emendations offered from these 
various and well-informed sources, we may hope to have a 
book which will supersede the existing varieties, and will 
remain for years a general standard. 


FOOD AND MEDICINE. 


THE guardians of St. Pancras have resolved to supply cod- 
liver oil and quinine ordered by the medical officers for the 
parish patients, as recommended by the Poor Relief Committee 
of the House of Commons of 1863. This is a very tardy and 
imperfect measure of justice. It would be more complete and 
in every way more desirable that all medicines ordered by 
Poor-law medical officers should be supplied from the parish 
dispensary, on the system adopted at hospitals. The opposite 
plan of requiring the medical officers to supply the medicines 
which they order, and including medicines and attendance in one 
contract, is a very open bribe to the doctors to stint medicines 
and to use every kind of cheap substitute. We do the medical 
officers but justice in declaring the belief that they are sin- 
gularly and honourably obstinate in resisting that bribe ; but 
we cannot suppose that it is wholly without an influence upon 
them, especially when we consider the wretched pittances 
which are commonly allowed, averaging, we believe, some 2d. 
or 3d. a visit, medicine and attendance both included. Evi- 
dently the guardians are not disposed to believe their officers 
beyond the reach of temptation which they hold out to them, 
for on this last occasion the tardy concession mentioned is said 
to be gronnded on the opinion of the guardians of St. Pancras 
that the district medical officers “‘ have been in the habit of 
giving to the out-door sick poor orders upon the workhouse 
officers for beef-tea, wine, spirits, and other medical comforts 
which the guardians have to supply instead of cod-liver oil 
and quinine which they themselves would have to furnish.” 
The suggestion is eminently worthy of the guardians, and adds 
a peculiar grace to their liberality. It is, however, at least, 
impolitic, for it seems to hint te the medical officers that unless | 





[Nov. 18, 1865. 


WHOLESALE ACCIDENTAL POISONING. 


Tur New York Tribune states that lately an awful tragedy 
occurred in the town of Shiloh, Illinois. It appears that two 
physicians sent to a drug-store for a quantity of calomel, and 
in one day the medicine was administered to upwards of forty 
patients before it was discovered that with the calomel there 
was mixed corrosive sublimate—a deadly poison. All of the 
patients were taken with alarming symptoms, and up to the 
latest accounts seven of the number were dead. The calomel 
containing the poison was put up in the ordinary way, just as 
it was imported from England, where it is supposed the poison 
was accidentally mixed with the calomel on the premises of 
the manufacturer. If this be true, it would be important to 
know whence the ‘‘calomel” was obtained. We have re- 
peatedly directed attention to the danger of storing poisons in 
vessels of the same nature as those used for innocuous sub- 
stances, and allowing them to stand near to others. The 
tragedy at Bradford, where wholesale poisoning followed the 
accidental substitution of arsenic for plaster-of-Paris for making 
confectionery, was an occurrence similar to that above related. 
We suggested then that if a bell were placed on the top of 
casks of such poisons, the mechanical reminder which seems 
so often necessary would obviate the murderous inadvertence 
leading to error. The most unpardonable apathy still pre- 
vents the majority of chemists from imitating the excellent 
mechanical safeguards adopted by Savory and Moore, Bell and 
Co., and other chemists, in separating poisons from ordinary 
medicines, and storing and dispensing them in safety-bottles. 
These precautions are not intended in any degree to super- 
sede intelligent care in labeling, &c., but are so many ad- 
ditions to the security against fatal accidents. We have 
noticed three or four of these accidents lately; but have 
preached so often on this text that we can hardly venture to 
repeat the homily on every fresh occasion. We commend the 
matter again to the attention of pharmaceutical chemists, and 
to the notice of coroners and medical witnesses im cases of 
accidental poisoning. 





THE EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

As we anticipated, the meeting of the Epidemiological So- 
ciety on the 6th inst. was of unusual interest. The address of 
the President, Dr. Milroy, was elaborate and comprehensive. 
He discussed the outbreak of cattle-plague, described the pro- 
gress of the present epidemic cholera, and reviewed the ope- 
ration of quarantine. He aimed chiefly at showing the defects 
of our information both as to the epizootic and epidemic, and 
the importance of securing trustworthy data. The proposed 
{nternational Sanitary Congress he conceived to be a scheme 


| of the highest value, and one which should add largely to our 


knowledge of the conditions under which cholera is propagated, 
and the means requisite to stave off, if this be practicable, the 
recurrence of this pestilence. 

Dr. Frederick J. Brown’s paper, in one sense, was a pleasur- 
able disappointment. It did not convince the meeting that 
epidemic cerebro-spinal meningitis had shown itself at Rochester, 
as, from the known ability and accuracy of observation of the 
author, was dreaded. We may still congratulate ourselves on 
the immunity of the kingdom from this fatal disorder. But, 
on the other hand, the cases recorded were such as to arouse 
some forebodings. They were of two categories: the one cha- 
| racterized by certain anomalous and unusual cerebro-spinal 


they now keep their orders for beef-tea &c. up to the mark of | symptoms; the other approximating closely to true cerebro- 
persons ; | spinal meningitis. Of the former, Dr. Brown is of opinion 
and if there were any ground for supposing that they have that they indicate a tendency to the epidemic disease which 


former years they will render themselves suspected 


the very easy conscience which the guardians ascribe to them, 
the hint might probably be taken. Nor could much mischief 


| 


cannot be overlooked; of the latter, he holds that, notwith- 
ors the absence of any post-mortem examination of the 


be done ; for, after all, Oliver Twist will not be much the | | spinal cord, they cannot be assigned to any other form of dis- 


better for the parochial burst of generosity if the doctor is to 
give him a dose of cod-liver oil when he wants a beef-steak. 


| 


order, except cerebro-spina] meningitis. He gave, however, 
but one case strictly coming in this category ; and this paucity 
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of iinsteation, together with the want of a complete examine- | bo “‘enjoyshle.” ‘The gymnasium is a thing of the right sort 
tion of the nervous centres, may well, in so important a ques- | for a town like this. Though we shall scarcely expect it per sc 
tion, lead to a rejection of the instance. This was Dr. Burdon | to effect much reduction in the death-rates to which we have 
Sanderson’s opinion expressed in the course of the discussion, alluded, it may by itself contribute to the ‘‘ enjoyment of exist- 











and it appeared to be participated in by the meeting. At the | 
same time the suggestiveness of Dr. Brown’s paper at the pre- | 
sent moment is great. It will be sure to awaken the attention | 
of the profession to the not improbable appearance of cerebro- 

spinal meningitis in this country. It is also a valuable contri- | 
bution to the epidemiology of the period. 


THE GYMNASIUM AT LIVERPOOL. 


NorHinG escapes the attention of limited liability com- 
panies. Doubtless many of them will come to grief, as many of 
them deserve to come; but we shall probably by their means 
get a few wants supplied that would long have continued un- 
recognised but for them. The last feat accomplished by a 
limited liability company is a great Gymnasium at Liverpool. 
It is described as one of the finest, if not the finest, in the 
world. Its cost is £14,000, ten of which have been raised in 
shares, and four on mortgage. The returns for the first half- 
year are £700. It is expected that the annual expenses, in- 
cluding interest, will not exceed £1000; so there seems to be a 
probability of profit accruing to the shareholders. 

The opening of this institution took place on Monday evening, 
the 6th inst., under the presidency of Lord Stanley, who made 

a apesth highly appropriate te the occasion, and rich in wisdom 
and sense, as all Lord Stanley's speechesare. He distinguished 
between a place for mere amusement and a place for taking 
necessary muscular exercise. He observed that in England we 
are entering on a new phase of existence, and living under other 
conditions than those under which former generations have 
lived, more than half of the population already residing in 
towns. He adverted to the fact that the death-rate of Liver- 


pool is the highest of all the death-rates of our large towns ; 
and remarked, that one great cause of depressed energies and 
feeble constitutions was the absence of bodily exertion and the 


pressure of mental occupation. Lord Stanley gave the best 
definition of health which can be given, regarding it as not 
the mere absence of disease, but the enjoyment of existence. 
He showed his wisdom by making it clear that he did not ap- 
prove of any excessive development of the muscular system or 
of any other system, but of an equable exercise of all parts of 
the body—brain and muscles. In fact, Lord Stanley spoke so 
wisely and so well on the relation of gymnastics to health that, | 
had he been a physician, he could not have spoken better. We | 





ence” of the large class who in Liverpool follow sedentary 
occupations ; and, associated with other recreative employ- 
ments, with more house-room, more office-room, and quicker 
_ and more complete drainage, we shall hope soon to see the day 
when life in Liverpoo) shall be as safe as in London. 


“CITO, TUTO, ET JUCUNDE.” 


‘* WELL enough if late enough” may represent the adminis- 
trative motto of the Government of our country. We suffer 
enough for it, and yet endure the suffering with a resignation not 
unmingled with pride ; it seems to be considered as a necessary 
price for the blessings of constitutional government, and is ac- 
cepted as being at once the symbol and the penalty of our free- 
dom. It is owing to the ‘‘slow genius” of our executive—an 
affectionate expression of reproach invented in the sanitary sec- 
tion at the Sheffield Congress—that fevers hold sway in half the 
villages and towns of the country ; and that even in Lendon, 
where we have a system of health officers and inspectors, local 
obstructiveness laughs at the central authority, and Bethnal 
Green, St. George-the-Martyr, St. Giles, and Bermondsey reek 
with dangerous nuisances, are the seats of resident fever, and 
for ever pregnant with infection. We must attribute it to the 
same cause that Government, fully warned at the outset of 
the highly contagious character of the cattle plague, and of 
the immense importance of isolating the centres of infection, 
allowed the subtle poison to be carried far and wide, and very 
slowly resolved to appoint a Commission ; so that, instead of 
taking instant action whilst isolation was easy, they leave us 
now in this terrible dilemma. We have amongst our herds a 
pestilence which must needs devastate them in every direction, 
and which will inflict a more serious national loss in proportion 
to the magnitude of our herds ; and yet so great is the magni- 
tude of those herds, and so widespread are now the centres of 
infection, that the large stock-owners and agriculturists are 
doubting whether the loss will be greater by letting the plague 
have its way, or by taking the logical measures of prevention, 
which at first were easy enough, but which now entail enor- 

We want to quicken this ‘‘slow genius” a little in respect 
of one very serious duty. There is the strongest reason to 
believe that in the ensuing season we shall be visited by 
cholera. At the cost of considerable trouble, we have produced 


have little else to do than to enforce all he said. | in our columns a complete record of the progress of cholera in 

The people of Liverpool may have spent a great deal—as | Europe during the present epidemic. That record has now 
Lord Stanley indicates—in trying to make it a healthy town ; | attracted official attention as of the greatest historical and 
but it remains pre-eminently an unhealthy one ; and if it were | etiological value ; and we are glad to take the opportunity of 
not constantly recruited by the intlux of strangers, who have | expressing the thanks which we owe to the authorities of the 
in other places acquired a robustness that enables them im a | several public departments for the great courtesy with which 
great degree to resist the unhealthiness of Liverpool, its returns | they have placed authentic materials within our reach. The 
of mortality would be even more shocking than they are. It | inferences to be drawn from the itinerary of the cholera on 
will be strange indeed if this unhealthiness of Liverpool should | | this occasion are hardly doubtful, and it unquestionably be- 
continue—if the town which is so thriving, so lavish in the | hoves us to prepare earnestly through the winter for this un- 
device of great buildings and great undertakings, should con- | welcome visitor. The particular sites which cholera will select 
tinue to be the most unhealthy town in England, losing 33 | may be marked upon a plan of our great cities or a map of our 
per 1000 of its population annually, while London loses only | counties with the finger. We know here in London what 
23. Im the week before that in which Lord Stanley spoke, the | streets and parishes will suffer most. We know that misery 
mortality of Liverpool was at the rate of 40 in 1000; and the | and filth, bad air, fou) water, and insuflicient food, will invite 


deaths exceeded the births by 85. For mortality from fever— 
Mr. Sargant lately said at the British Association—Liverpool 
is nearly as bad as Wolverhampton, and for mortality from 
serofula it is nearly as bad as Leeds; for mortality from the 
diarrhceal class of diseases it is worse probably than any English 
town. A large mortality from typhus, from scrofula, and from 
diarrhcea, implies the most unhealthy conditions and a style of 
health in those who succeed in living on which can seareely 





it to its chosen lairs; and from them it will advance with 
apparent caprice, but with a real and inexorable intelligence, 
through the suburbs of the prosperous; lingering in houses 
where the water is foul, where the drains are untrapped ; 
expending on the healthy and clean the force gathered in the 
haunts of dirt and destitution ; but sweeping off chiefly the 
delicate, the diseased, the vicious, or ill-nourished poor, and the 
enfeebled and dissolute rich. But must we really wait till the 
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plague is here before we set to work? Must we have our in- 
spectors busy only when the cholera is in the town and panic 
begins to spread? We have had warning enough in the little 
preliminary outbreak at Southampton and Epping, and in the 
suffering of our neighbours in Paris, Toulon, and Marseilles. 
Surely the fever nests and cholera haunts of London ought 
not to be left in the rotting filth which now constitutes them 
centres of infection and abodes of disease. Surely a Cholera 
Commission should now be appointed, while yet there is time 
for organized preparation. 


HONOURS TO A MEDICAL MAYOR. 


Ir is honourable to our profession that, whether called upon 
to act as members of the Legislature, justices of the peace, or 
coroners, their conduct, as a rule, meets with the approbation 
of their fellow-citizens. It is gratifying to place on record the 
following, as one of the latest instances of a surgeon receiving 
at the hands of an influential community a testimonial of the 
estimation in which they hold the services which he has ren- 
dered to them. The gentleman thus honoured is Mr. Harvey, 


the mayor (for the third time) of the ancient and important | 


city of Lincoln. The testimonial consisted of a handsome ser- 
vice of silver plate, and a very excellent portrait of his Worship 
by Mr. Slingsby. The testimonial altogether is valued at £400. 
At the presentation banquet, the mayors of Nottingham and 
Boston, the local authorities of Lincoln, numerous members of 
the medical profession from different parts of the country, and 
the leading citizens of Lincoln and inhabitants around, were 
assembled. Mr. Alderman Ward presided, and a more enthu- 
siastic and hearty recognition could not be imagined than 
that which Mr. Harvey met with. In a speech remarkable 
for its judgment and eloquence, the Mayor, on receiving 
the testimonial, stated that in the year 1826 he first presented 
himself to the citizens of Lincoln, in the very room where the 
company were then assembled. At that time he had not a 
single acquaintance in the city; but he was ready for action ; 
he soon found work ; and the end was that he was called upon 
to fill the most important civic posts that could fall to the lot 
of a citizen. In response to the toast of ‘‘Success to the 
medical profession,” with which the names of Dr. Bell of Louth 
and Dr. Richardson of London were coupled, the last-named 
gentleman said that the members of the medical profession 
had one grand object always before them—that of preventing 
disease ; and, whatever their faults or shortcomings might be, 
no one could justly deny that in this respect they were truly 
unselfish. For this very reason he thought that medical gen- 
tlemen were specially fitted for municipal offices, and that it 
was their duty to accept such offices, which made them kings 


not less than priests in this busy world. The career of Mr. | 
Harvey had illustrated what a man actively engaged in prac- | 


tice could effect ; and, while valuing the good opinion of his 
brethren in physic beyond all price, he might feel with cer- 
tainty and true dignity that the honour thus conferred on him, 
a representative of medicine, would be accepted by his confréres 
as an honour conferred on their order and on themselves. 


VISITATION OF EXAMINATIONS. 


THE visitation of examinations by the members of the 
English Branch Council, which we announced lately, has been 
carried out at the College of Surgeons by Dr. Sharpey, Dr. 
Parkes, and Mr. Cooper ; and at the Apothecaries’ Hall by 
Dr. Quain and Dr. Parkes. Other visitations will follow as a 
matter of course. At these first visits courtesies are exchanged, 
and everybody is disposed to be very civil to everybody else. 
It is de rigueur that the visitors should express themselves 
much interested, and also much gratified at many features of 
the various examinations. After the champagne has frothed 
we may expect to taste the real flavour of the wine. For 
instance, we may anticipate that the visitors to the College of 





Surgeons will ultimately express “regret” and surprise at 
finding that members of the College are sent out as registered 
and fully-fledged practitioners without having undergone any 
satisfactory examination in Midwifery, Materia Medica, 
Botany, or Chemistry, and without having given any satis- 
factory proof of a practical knowledge of the use of splints, 
bandages, or the performance of operations. On the other 
hand, the visitors to the Apothecaries’ Society may well 
consider the absence of clinical tests, and of sufficient: 
evidence of practical surgical knowledge, as grave defects in 
an examination professing to be adequate as a test of the 
qualifications of a general practitioner. We attribute great 
importance to these visitations, for, if they be not allowed to 
degenerate into mere formalities, they will certainly be the 
means of bringing about valuable improvements—not before 
they were needed. 





| THE ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY. 
| Tus Society held its first meeting on Tuesday last; the 
| president, Dr. Alderson, in the chair. There was a very fair 
attendance of members. A paper was read by Dr. Squarey 
| **On the Influence of the Ingestion of Coffee on the Quantity 
of Urea and the Chlorides in the Urine.” The author follows 
| up the inquiry instituted on this point by Lehmann and 
| Bérker. Dr. Squarey’s experience in the matter was confined 
to three cases ; but his observations on these were carefully 
| and minutely conducted. The result at which he arrives proves 
| satisfactorily that coffee, when used as an article of diet in 
| various forms and quantities, does not augment the quantity 
of urea ocr chlorides in the secretion of the kidneys; on the 
contrary, his experiments tend to show that both these pro- 
ducts are diminished. A paper was also read by Mr. R. 
Dunn, jun., ‘‘ Upon the Treatment of Hereditary Syphilis,” 
but mainly with respect to infants. Mr. Dunn’s object was 
to prove that, in town populations at all events, the use 
of mercury was positively detrimental. His own practice at 
the Farringdon Dispensary, which was considerable, went to 
show that the treatment most successful was the administra- 
tion of two grains of the chlorate of potash three times a day, 
with cod-liver oil, judicious diet, and sometimes the exhibition 
of iron. He insisted strongly that in cases of hereditary syphilis 
the diseased infant should not receive nutriment from the 
breast of its mother. He contended that this mode of feeding 
was productive of the worst consequences, and that the affected 
child would receive fresh supplies of poison from imbibing 
the milk of its mother. An interesting discussion ensued, a 
report of which will appear in the next number of THe Lancer. 


THE PLEASURE OF THE ADMIRALTY. 


WE noticed in Tue Lancer of last week the resignation of 
Mr. Harding, late assistant-surgeon R.N., who so distinguished 
himself in New Zealand. Mr. Harding, on his arrival, was 
appointed to that particularly well-knownship, H. M.S. Donegal, 
at Liverpool, but he very quickly resigned his commission. 
Since then Mr. Birch, an officer who distinguished himself 
in China, was appointed to the same delightful position ; but 
he, too, very soon (in the beginning of September) tendered his 
resignation to the Admiralty. He was informed, however, 
that his services could not be spared. He has since made a 
second application, we understand, which has been equally un- 
successful. We have been assured that there are several other 
assistant-surgeons whose resignations have lately been refused, 
and who are detained during the pleasure of the Admiralty. 
We believe that the circumstance of refusing an officer's 
resignation on the home station, in peace time, is hitherto un- 
precedented. The present state of the Naval Medical Service 
is lamentable. We have more than once pointed out the 
reasons, and can only hope that the Admiralty will at length 
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see the impropriety of detaining officers against their will 
in the service, and of rendering it so unpopular and so little 
attractive to the members of our profession as to make such a 
step desirable. 
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BERMONDSEY INFIRMARY. 
SuPPLEMENTARY Report. 

Tuer report which was published in Tur Lancer of tho 4th 
instant upon this house, has been met by a t 
from the medical officer, Dr. Cuolahan, addressed to The Times, 
denying the general justice of the strictures to which we have 
in the report. The sole object of these reports has been to 
present a correct view of the management of these houses, so 
that those who live outside the workhouse infirmary may 
gain an idea of what goes on inside. Hence, in addition to 
supplying the grounds on which the original statements 
of the Commission were made, in a letter addressed to the 
same journal, whigh might have been considered a sufficient 
demonstration of the justice of those remarks, and has certainly 
shown the extreme weakness of th casejset up in reply, we 
have caused the house to be visited anew this week. The re- 
sult is not only to confirm the general verdict in its character 


dnote 





moving the inmates from a house which is in so many respects | 


unfit for the purposes to which it is applied. 
As to the wards “‘ Lazarus” and “ Aaron,” no amount of 


construction, — 
that it is to be regretted that he should have felt justified 
publicly as their apologist. They are simply 


ought, in our opinion, to be removed. The idiot is “dirty,” 
and his bed is made with cocoa-nut fibre, which is nightly 
wetted, and then dried in the yard. We found it, however, 


on the dead-house and general urinal at the end, we again em- 
phatieally condemn, while doing the master the justice to say 
that we believe all that the scrubbing-brush can do for them 
is done. 





| 


| 








While on the subject of the infirm wards, we may refer to 
two others—dJacob wards, Nos. 1 and 2—which are over- 
crowded and miserable. They have six beds each, and im 
fact ledge each six patients day and night. But ‘‘ boarders” 
are sent to them in the day; so that in the evening when 
we arrived at No. 1, towards the close of our last visit, 
with thirteen people crowded into a small room, and fire 
and gas burning, the atmosphere was excessively bad. It is 
an aggravation of a ecrious defect that these infirm patients 
should not only have no day-room, but that their small rooms 
| should be used as meal-rooms for ‘‘ boarders.” The aspect. of 
| Jacob ward, with sick patients lying around it, one or two 


| very ill, and others crowded around a little table set close 


against the beds to supper, is discreditable to the guardians. 
Again, both in the infirm and sick wards there is a general 
air of untidiness and a practical uncleanliness and discomfort 
arising from the absence of any locker or shelf where the pa- 
tients could place their knife and fork, mug, and any little 
articles of necessity which are not kept in the store-rooms. 
Shelves are extemporised on the window-ledges and under the 
beds, where cups and saucers (with now and then an egg or bit 
of bread) are in friendly juxtaposition with much less cleanly 
utensils; and in numbers of the beds, on turning them down, 
cups and saucers, spoons, knives and forks, bread-and-butter, 
&e., » tumbled ont. The bed seems, indeed, to be a sort of 

d-in-ordinary for small odds and ends, not excluding 
boxes of matches. It is not only that this is uncleanly and 
objectionable, and that it illustrates the necessity for a little 
shelf or locker for the convenience of the sick and infirm, such 
as we find in hospitals; but it is so contrary to discipline 
that we can but wonder whether “‘ visiting guardians,” in 
going through the wards, ever turn down beds as 
them. In most of the wards there is a cupboard 
for stores, where we find brushes and pails below, - 
bottles, medicine-bottles, and remnants of food above, i 





they pass 
the end 
and ink 


in 
Passing from ward to ward through the old part of the 
building, no one can fail to be struck with the extreme badness 
of the construction. Narrow, low, and tortuous staircases ; 
wards built leading one from another with a watercloset i 


down this rotten old building and remove the patients when 
they had the chance of selling it. We believe £4000 was 
offered for the old building, and it would have been a great 
blessing to get rid of it. Some of the wards, besides those 
specially referred to, are extremely ill-fitted for use. On enter- 
ing the lying-in ward, one passes into a slip of a room contain- 
ing a labour-bed ; into this little room—forming part of it in 
fact—opens the closet, from which proceeded one of the 
foulest stenches it was ever our misfortune to endure. The 
cubic space of the ward for lying-in women is deficient ; we 
were not furnished with the measurements, but it is certainly 
overcrowded, and we are bound to say that it was not in a 
state. The nurse, an aged woman of seventy-four, 
is far too old and feeble for her onerous duties. There is an 
average of forty-two labours a year here. We found three 
beds out of six soaked through with discharges, so that even 
the under surface of the flock mattresses was stiff with dis- 
charges and blood which had soaked through them. We were 
told by the nurse that this was inevitable with lying-in women 
—a statement so inaccurate and improper as in itself to con- 
demn the management. 

The infirmary itself is comparatively a small one, containing 
about twenty-seven women and twenty-nine men. We wish 
we could say more in its favour than was said in our last re- 
port; but while that report exhausted all that could be said on 
that side, it only hinted at defects which it is now necessary 
to state more plainly. There is a great defect of nursing, on 
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the female side especially. One pauper nurse and helper have | 
the charge of. these wards and of twenty-nine women night and 
day." If they were skilful and paid nurses; trained in a good 
schdéR, they Would still hewtterly inedinpeténtto thé daty. We 
heartily believe that the mitdical ‘offiter is’ aritious “that his 
— should be well cared.for;but the fact is that they are 
not. | Wé found here three dirty! patients, whase-beds were in a 
filthy state — they had no mackintoshes: under them ; and one 
pool eheataite! Was! in an itidésctibably dis wre abr 
pa’ an epileptic, fritosh: 'We'ab’pot 
Piast baer that ee eT might haye been had 
if they-had: beam asked for; (but the fact.is that they, were not 
hepa the state of thesd patients was ‘such as no 
ke or rigrin Mw tolerate for #' moment: 
ine td rest’ thie nurse, ‘but 
ada sa a Nig hig sthtement, which we have many 
adh ai occasion to make, that :pauper nurses are not to be. 
trusted.’ Vhis!onewas'declited to:bera:very! good specimen of 
he# lass." Inthe same ward te founda metal night-paii highly 
offensive ; ;, apd others in different wards also offensive,’ "The 
volficer, complained that he could not ‘get the nurses to 
remove them ‘emediately they were used, as he ditected...In 
pone cee protest against metal scil-pans as inevitably 
ul-smelling’; “aid in the second we would observe that good 
éan bé shade to perform’ their dhity properly. A hight- 
nite einbealor these Wards, Tt is ‘a great practical cruelty 
to, leave, twenty-nine sick people in these wards without such 
assistance ; and we press: this upon the ghardians: nas step 
which ‘arieght to be'taken ithmediatety! ‘The one * paid nurse” 
méntisted By Dt. Cuolahan we saw, She is, as’ described in 
the offigial return, the assistant matron. “She hail’ that day 
superintended the work of the women, given out the linen, 
looked. after the washing; discharged females, given out cloth- 
ing and passed through the wards. Nothing can more clearly 
show the weakness of the case than the attempt to describe 


heras a. a} nurse, be rests, bed-pulls, shelves, &¢., should 
also he furnished, the walls brightened up a little, More 
Pd wee A A ge 

"in the wiale intirmary wards we fourid: no ‘‘dirty” patients 
andnd dirty beds. And here we may’ take oecasion to remark 
that wheneyer the patients were of cleanly habits the beds were 


f clean, for sheets are in this workhouse once a 
week; and, again, that the walls and floors are thoroughly 
scrubbed. There is a night-wardsman in the male sick wards ; 

and this should be ant,additional reason for furnishing a nurse 
for the females?! Before quitting the infirmary 'wards we-may 
take Teave té inention one ther general’ measnre which ought, 
in our opinion, to be adopted. Seeing no p ion-cards 
over the beds, we asked the medieal officer how he knew what 
were the medicines in use, and how hearranged the alterations. 
We learnt that:he made’mental arrangements, prescribing 
mentally for his patients, arid making up their medicines eub- 
sequently from récdllection. There is io préscription-book or 
record of treatment. ‘The dispensing is done partly by him- 
self or an assistant, and partly by.a pauper, helper. We do 
not wish»to:.comment on these arrangements’; we fear it will 
be roe wey ge big aca! to Dr. Cuolahan that they should be 
mentioned. t but helieve that, ‘having been noticed, 
they will be bit “And we must regret that, 6n the whole, 
we cannot speak of” ‘the infirmary ward management in terms 
of commendation. It is not such ‘as ought to continue. The 
first: step will) be' te get: satisfactory paid nurses: who under- 
standiand will do their duty; ‘dnd to ‘provide a oe mee 

watt the" second, to revise ‘thé tédital “atrangeménts,’ ke 


o9 W oS. 


© bulont yi 


Amckliet stoke whitch iattines -qudtaingenttht is that we 
a as a’ ay-room for ‘imabevilds, taged: women; &o' Ttvis 


and wretched ho’ 
sid (te, spend. here’ Invert Biloga wars Vous sitive 


esa of’ a ats and supply further substan tal 





Ti¥es PWors sf sitting 


on a range of benches against the wall, listless and miserable, 
in front of them. only a bare, deal floor and an empty space, 
with not even, a table in the room, nor any object of interest, 
When we entered. it, the monotony was varied by the excite- 


| ment of a troublesome and noisy lunatic; but we believe this 


is only an occasional break. Something more certainly ought 
to, be done to occupy and amuse these poor creatures, and the 
room. ought, to be furnished with tables and chairs, and some 
semblange..of ,comfort given to it, At present, such a seene 
perpetually ;endured is enough to, make an idiot of, a sane 

We can once more speak in. terms of praise of several of the 
new wards.and. dormitories for the able-bodied. They, are 
light, clean, and sweet; but the objectionable practice of put- 
ting women. to sleep two together still exists in some of them, 

The general day arrangements for the so-called able-bedied 
call for earnest remonstrance, We had. not previously looked 
into this;matter, as being in a measure, beyond the scope of 
our inquiry, which deals especially withthe treatment. of the 
sick, and. infirm in .workhonses. _ Letters, however, received 
from immates had entreated that we would examine the day- 
room, for. able-bodied men... We found here a room which, in 
the absence of all fittings, is little more than a coyered barn, 
holding one hundredand fifty,persons, Of the hundred and 
fifty, from seventy to eighty are aged and disabled, but about 
seventy are able to..work, and the guardians have had the 
happy idea of conyerting the day-room into a wood-store and 

Hence the miserable disabled ‘‘ able-bodied” 
are stationed on small narrow benches set against the white- 
washed.brick wall, and, even, of these we. understand there 
is,(a | deficiency ;. and .all the central space is occupied by 
masses of wood, which the rest are. employed in cutting ard 
chopping : it is stacked against the hot. pipes to dry, and the 
steam of the damp wood drying adds to the delights of this 
apartment. In the day-room we found a boy subject to very 
frequent fits, and whosought motto be;there. Here again we 
abstain from comment. We will not characterize this arrange- 
ment as we think it deserves ; but we do strongly to 
the guardians that if they wish to preserve the respect. of their 
fellows, or to discharge their duties to the public, they should 
provide. a decent day-room, with ordinary comforts, for. the 
sixty or seyenty unable te work. The “‘airing grounds” of this 
house are small, narrow, paved courts, surrounded by high 
buildings, and used daily for drying wet clothes. 

And now let us ask what all this means? In the first place, 
we must express a conviction that the master of the house, 
Mr. Henry Hodgkins, dees his utmost for the inmates: he is 
a kind-hearted and able man. We know that he has effected 
very considerable improvements ; and he is deeply pained that 
at the end.of many years of honourable efforts to do his best 
in his responsible and most laborious position, he is exposed to 
the unpleasant inferences arising from the statements ‘whied 
have been’ made inthe ‘public ‘press concerning cruélty to 
vagrants, and from our own reports on the defects of the house. 
There are radical defects about the house, which can, only 
be remedied ‘by building one elsewhere, where a fitting con- 
struction can be adopted; and where space can be hail: for 
grounds for airing, "The excuse for the day-room is, that there 
is no other: the same apology is offered for the overcrowding 
of Jacob wards, and the inversion of common sense in sending 
other patients to dine in these little bedrooms by the side of 
thie beds of the imfirm, . Neither the master nor the medical 
officer, nor indeed any reasonable person, can defend the use of 
such rooms for wards as those of Aaron and Lazarus: indeed 
we may fairly say that when put to it they do not attempt to do 
so, although they have tiade'a sort of loyal fight. They only 
say that they have made the best of them, and acknowledge 
that they ought to be done away with altogether. With a 
better hotise, “With ‘paid nurses, ‘and ‘with a higher class’ of 
guatdians, we should soon be able to tell 3 very different tale 
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about the Bermondsey paupers; meantime we have indicated 
some immediate improvements which are required. It is true 
that some of the guardians appear extremely well satisfied. 
We were anxious to see some of the reports of the Visiting 
Committee, and can only say that if they were printed verbatim 
et literatim, probably it would be less {difficultj}for many to 
understand how the present state of things in workhouses 
came about, and why they are continued. One gentleman de- 
scribes the state of the house as ‘‘ verey good ;” elsewhere it is 
described, more emphatically, as “‘ verry good.” In one place 
we learn that all “‘ appeors” quiet; elsewhere, “all serene.” 
Occasionally we find ‘‘ yeas” as an affirmative entry. And in 
answer to the printed question, ‘‘ Are the lunatics quiet?” is 
the reply, ‘* Yes, they hare.” And there‘are other entries yet 
more highly literate and creditable, both in spelling and cali- 
graphy. 

Dr. Cuolahan quoted against our former report some favour- 
able expressions of Dr. Sutherland. We find that they date 
from 1854; and that Dr. Cuolahan has omitted to state that 
at the close of his report Dr. Sutherland the over- 
crowding, and expresses fears for the house should the cholera 
come. These fears were shown by the event to be perfectly 
well founded. 

For ourselves we have a correction to make. In the report 
of our Commissioner it is stated that the inmates of “* Aaron” 
and “Lazarus” wards, vho were “herding miserably to- 
gether,” were without books or papers. The fact of no books 
and papers being seen there is accounted for by the circumstance 
that they are stated to have been in the cupboard, and not in 
actual use. But there is an excellent lending library in the 
house, which is looked after carefully by the chaplain, and the 
patients are allowed the use of this and of newspapers under 
simple and appropriate regulations. 





THE CHOLERA. 


Tue chief interest in the fortnight’s chronicle of the epidemic 
rests in the authentic information now forthcoming, from official 
sources, of the progress of the disease in Paris. The gravity 
of the outbreak there is greater than had been surmised. The 
official returns for the hospitals are of peculiar interest. The 
large number of cases occurring amongst the inmates demands 
special remark. 





| 


The additional information received respecting the prevalence | 


of the epidemic in the South of France shows that there, as in | 


Paris, its severity has been greater than had previously been 
supposed, 

Se ee Cenees 
but an additional case, a child three years of age, has 
curred at Epping, apparently one of the series of cases o 
“"Sedlnsd anes ~ Bois. ot 

fatal cholera, presen’ 
idemic disease, have bean’ 


since June from almost every part of the ron roe The 
lesson to be learned from those cases and from outbreak 
at Southampton, is thus forcibly taught by the Registrar- 
General in his report for the summer quarter :— 
**Cholera throws men into terrible convulsions, and kills 
~ £3 ing of approaches in probly every inane, i 
warning ie Caan every instance, the 
SS it is with ic itself in 
= It has hitherto commenced a a 
has only proved excessively fatal in the f 
Thus all cur towns have six months’ notice, and the wholo 
winter for the of defensive works. Every district 
in the kingdom should at once appoint its health officer.” 


I. Newly-infected places, or not previously 
stated to be infected. 
Syria. 


Jerusalem. —Oct. 23rd : Several cases have occurred. The 
aa a os owing to the destitute condition of the popu- 
on. 


all the | 
reported 





Austria. 

Trieste in 1857, exclusive of garrison, 65,874).— 
On the 4th o Geen bona Stan Oct. 28th to 30th : 
Civilians, 7 cases, 2 deaths. Military: Oct. 27th, 34 cases, 
13 deaths; 28th, 15 cases, 5 deaths. 


France. 


Pezenas (25 miles 8.W. of aeentpeliion, pulation 7204).— 
ber and October, ic prev: aul 
(32 miles W.N.W. of Montpellier, population 11,864). 
—October (%), 5 deaths. 

Arrondissement of Lodéne (October !): Vendémian, 10 deaths; 
Canet, 5 deaths; Pegnarolles, 3 deaths. 

Saint- Nazaire (6 miles W. of Toulon, population 2525).— 
Oct. 28th: Epidemic ended. Some 10 or 15 deaths occurred 
in a few da 
Beaiere (Department of Hérault, 35 miles S.W. of Mont- 
pellice supedetion 24,270).—Sept. 3rd to Oct. 12th: 16 deaths 
with choleraic symptoms. Since the latter cate all trace of 
the lemic has 

Saint-Chinian ( 
Montpellier, population 4339).— October (?) : 
ease ended. 

Saint-Pons (Department of Hérault, 56 miles W. of Mont- 


eee 740). — October (7): 16 deaths. Disease 


Aix (Department of Bouches-du-Rhone, 17 miles N. of Mar- 
seilles, 27,659).—Three or four deaths daily. 

Saint-Chamas (Department of Bouches-du-Rhone, 24 miles 

N.W. of Marseilles, 2692); Fontvicille (same De- 
partment, 5 miles . of Arles, population 2788); Salons ; 
and Cuers (Department of Var, 1] miles N.E. of Toulon, popu- 
lation aa. —-Cholera ra several cases. 

“+ wey 62,750).—Two cases: one in July, at 
the Hoel Hopital St. André, a traveller, died; the other, a woman 
from Toulon, also died in the same hospital. 

Saint-Saturnin (Comtat, — 2000).—Sept. 25th: 2 
deaths. Two or three deaths 
Avignon (Depart. Vaucluse, oupdidion 36,081). — Isolated 


cases. 

Martigues (Depart. Bouches-du-Rhone, population 8433). 
Several cases. 

L’ Isle (Arrondissement Carpentras).—Several cases on the 
26th, 27th, and 28th of ber. There was an interval of 
two days without cases, and then a reap ce of the disease. 

A few isolated cases have occurred in the Departments of 
the East, West, and North. In some places diarrhea is epi- 
demic. 

The crew of the frigate Hidorado, which left Toulon on the 
9th of September for Alexandria, were attacked on the voyage : 
11 cases, 5 deaths. 


t of Hérault, 48 miles W.S.W. of 
3 deaths. Dis- 


Italy. 


Sarno (population 15,341).—-Cases and deaths. 

Resina (population 12,557).—Cases and deaths. 

Barra (8. Italy, Prov. Napoli, population 7866). — More 
than one case. 

Portici (4 miles S8.E. of Naples).—One case. 

Torre del Greco (7 miles 8 . of Naples, population 9294).- 
Two deaths ; 

Loreto (Prov. Ancona, 13 miles N.E. of Macerata, 3 miles 
inland, 8328).—Sept. 11th and 12th, 2 deaths. 

Mofleta.—Oct. 8th and 9th, 4 cases, 3 deaths. 

ont (Capitanato, 34 miles 8. of Foggia, population 9863).— 

8th, 1 case, 1 death. 

py hel. (Albenga).—Oct. 9th and 10th, 1 case. 

A few cases of the evidemic are to have appeared in 
- Papal States, at Corneto (12 miles N. of Civita Vecchia, 
on the sea-board), and at T'oscanella (23 miles N.N.E. of 
Civita Vecchia). The report needs confirmation. 

Il. Previously infected places. 
France. 

Paris. — Nov. 3rd: The epidemic is manifestly re. 
Since the 2ist of October, the official records of deaths k 
the prefecture of police and the prefecture of the Seine 
been made public. There is a slight difference between the 
two series of returns, owing probably to the deaths from cho- 
leraic diarrhea not being included in the record of the prefec- 


6th, 
deaths ; 7th, 98; Sth, 112; 9th, 150; 10th, I 183 ; llth, 165 ; 
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12th, 191; 13th, 180; 14th, 196; 15th, 264; 16th, 216; 
17 4 215; as Wa, oA 229 ; 19th, 187 ; eo 206. 
in the civil 


cases admitted and occurring 
w. 2, Ie andl deaths frews Oct, 15th to 24th are as follows :— 
Cases &c. 
Oct, 5th ™ 110 - 
16th od 
17th 
18th, 
19th 
sas 


in 


oe catanete Os the wun Oct. 27th 
i emmara bos ian 
at 


O44 
i 1196 
be 520 
Of OR SO FT ‘* Assistance Publique” 
ed de Bienfaisance) there were 1128 sick, with 362 deaths. 
The most serious cases are generally transferred to the hos- 
pall, ‘edi Chins ngieaar ba the Reastnt leaks alo, 
Deaths. in the City, exclusive of those occurring in the hospitals. 
Prefecture of Prefecture of 
Police. the Seine. 
Oct. Qist  ... 1% 144 as Wi. 168 
22nd... ead 145 seu ées 147 
23rd ... ake 100 vi oe 132 
24th ... _ 98 aa = 113 
2th ... 2 i sad 116 
26th ... | 2 ae = 112 
27th . ‘ 87 
The total number of deaths from duclers tn Piete front the 


commencement of the epidemic to the evenimg of the 27th of 
on 1196 


2585 
3781 
On the 6th of November the number of deaths from cholera 
in the bem ery had fallen to 19. 


The Departments.-The epidemic has dimimished great! 


all the Departments of the South, particularly those w ich 
were first attacked. 


ree ty 17th, 7 deaths; 18th, 5; 19th, 5; 20th, 7; 
uit 10. 
gar ‘noth, 7 deaths; 17th, 6; 18th, 6; 1 8; 
ai 2st, 5; 29nd, 7. ‘From the ‘24th of Angus (first 
to the 22nd of October, the total tethé from cholera 


.—Oct. 28th : The mean of deaths has not poorest 
oR new case observed for eight days, Cases chiefly 


m infected places, A few isolated cases. 

ree six days. 

two deaths i in the month, 
ce 16th September. 

case 15th August; 10 or 12 deaths to end 

of a 

Visedol an epitome has Fas og 25 deaths oc- 


BR Ray Brion 
ay ae 19th, "7; 20th, 3; 2st, 3; 
hr a ae Win soins He The 
week previous, 37 


Spain: 
; Cholera.almost entirely disappeared. 
ndeat of The Times states, on 


tie ont of a from Seville, dated the 8th 
egies ange ka tee ese aanee| c 
a * Reeord of the Prefecture of the Seine. 








The Mediterranean. 


Malta. —Nov. 1st: The epidemic is dying out. 
Attacks. Deaths. Attacks. Deaths. 


i 
1 
2 


Oct. 26th .. 1 .. 2 | Oct. 20th 
Mth ... 1 sno 3lst 
28th .. O ... 1] Nov. Ist 
gear te 
** After ee Se a. says The Times’ corre- 
mdent, “‘ the 
fhonilice of married men of the 2th Regt Regt., q wee: 
Ricasoli, so as to necessitate their being placed under canvas, 
which has had the desired effect of staying the malady. About 
six cases oceurred, including women and ¢hildren.” 
"Vows. Wo cone. dace tant anc, 


Italy. 
Deaths. 
Naples.—Nov. 4th to 5th a 54 a 26 
5th to 6th nt 152 ana 48 
6th to 7th . 2% 2 88 
Bagno -di- Nisida. — Naples, Nov, 5th: In eight days, 13 
ppoe eae 
San Giovanni.—Nov. 2nd, 29 cases, 20 deaths ; 3rd, 18 cases, 
13 deaths; 4th, 23 cases, ) deaths ; 26 cases, 11 deaths. 
Brindisi (latest report).—36 cases, 22 
Barletta (ditto).—22 cases, 10 deaths. 
Viests (ditto).—18 eases, 6 deaths. 
Bitritte (ditto).—13 cases, 5 deaths. 
Macerta. 10th ‘to the 1)th : 5 cases, 1 death. 
Manderia. llth to the 12th : 1 case, 3 deaths. 
Osimo.—Ditto : 4 cases, 2 deaths. 
Castelfidardo,—Ditto: 8 cases, 3 deaths. 
Bari.—Oct. 8th to the 9th : 2 cases, 1 death. 


Syria. 
agar ery uh gids» Laake tee yy smemmbaaegln yo 


has from that neighbourhood, Damascus, and the 
north ; but that it is partially li gering in some parts of Pales- 


tine. 
Russa . 
Bertichev (Journal de St. Petershourg, Nov. 9th) :— 
Oct. 25th ... 
430 cases, at latter date, still suffering from 
number of deaths from Le eeey of outbreak, 576. 
A case of cholera reported at 


England. 

Hpping (Hssex).—One case, a child over three ee 
ehild of one of the victims in the outbreak at onto aie 
The mother had nursed the last immediate case of that series. 
The child was seized on the 31st of October, and died in thirty- 
six hours. 

The Metropolis.—Week e 

ea deaths from diarrhea are 


Noy. 4th :-— 
- numerous now than they 

in September, and set ey yey ey 
with the numbers returned weekly in Anguete bes compara 
fees Se fatal Tat wwaels 9 oh one ie fe greene Daag Row ong 
The deaths from diarrhea in the last four weeks were 54, 62, 
48, and 61. 
i eT Ny ee ry ee 
number of deaths from diarrhea was 26. When the 61 


from that complaint of last week anrepmpened withthe srennp, 
ht not be eens Eat 9m Sean manera ae 


The deaths diarrhoea were 37; and they show a satis- 
factory decrease on ‘the number im the previous week, when 61 
deaths from it were returned. ‘The two following cases are the 
only deaths referred to cholera :-—At Aucklané-hill, Norwood, 


aun poor a six sacatin, « choleraic ee 
street, St. Giles’ 8, on 
: omit a be = heal infantam. 
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Correspondence. 


“ Andi alteram partem.” 


THE 


COLLEGE OF SURGEONS: VOTING BY PROXY. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Stz,—I enclose a copy of a memorial to the Council of the 
Royal College of Surgeons whieh, in two days last week, 
obtained the signatures of 135 Fellows resident in the provinces. 
In so short a time it was quite impossible to apply to every 
one. The hon. secretaries of the several branches did well to 
obtain so Many signaturés, 

I shall feel obliged if you will insert this note, as well as the 
memorial, in your next number ; and I beg of those Fellows 
who have not already signed it to do so, and forward it without 
delay to the College, to the care of Mr. Paget, of Leicester. 
The decision upon the question has been postponed until next 
Thursday week. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
T. Watxrm WiniaMs, 

Newhall-street, Birmingham, General Secretary to the British 

Nov. 39th, 1865. Medical Assoeiation. 
To the President, Vice-Presidents, and Members of the Council 
of the Royal College of Surgeons of Hngland. 
The memorial of certain Fellows of the Royal College of 
Surgeons of England resident in the provinces 

Sheweth,—That your ialists are desirous of bringing 
before you the general dissatisfaction of the Fellows of your 
College resident in the provinces at the mode of electing your 


That the privilege of electing members of the Council is 
vested by the charter in the Fellows generally, without any 
Uistinétion: whatever, andi thes this \ e chief or 
sole function of the Fellows in we et eee + but the 
personal attemdance required virt depriv reer rgd gw 
of those Fellows resident a0 a distant» feeuiEenden their 
privi and makes the Council a De, ee 
of the generally, but of a limited number only. 

That your memoriatists therefore that 
wil be Phaschonthaaumpan aammaetiemaend es 
order to render it lawful for the election of Ootncillors to be 
conducted by means of voting papers, which may be filled up 
pd ete oe Anime Thyey teeter ht FOR - 
scribed for the Universities of Oxford and i in their 
election of members of Parliament. 





SCIENCE-TEACHING AT CAMBRIDGE. 
To the Bditor of Tux Lancer. 
Srr,—A good deal has been written in your columns on the 
study of Nataral Science in this University. May I gsk you 
to permit me to inform your readers how the sciences of 
Chemistry and Comparative Anatomy are taught in Downing 
College, a foundation specially intended for the 
of Natural Science. Onve a week one of the Fellows of the 
College meets his pupils in the lecture-room, and gives them 
some eight or ten questions to be answered in writing—the 
Organie Chemistry.” 
are given to 


Z 
F 


which are always 


aid, 





Is it to be wondered at that Natural Science is a subject for 
ridicule and contempt in the Colleges of this University when 
the lecturer on Natural Science in Downing College (though a 

ical man, a physician in full practice) consents to receive 
the fees of undergraduates for the title of lecturer, simply for 
sitting during two hours in ¢ach week and ing at his 
pupils? Lf, Sir, there were any real wish to cultivate the study 
of Nature in this University, such a mockery as these lec- 
tures could not goon ; ner would the man who was senior in 
the Natural Science Tripos, after taking high mathematical 
honours, be moe ~ his ised Fellowship, and pooh- 
poohed as.‘ a Science man” in Downing, the 
very College which was founded for the purpose of encouraging 
the studies in which he. has distinguished himself. 

It is but fair to the large body of students who read your 
journal that these facts should be made known, in order that 
their eyes may be in case of their proceeding to this 
University. is much else which I might into, 
but your space I know is otherwise oceupied. 

I remaiii, Sir, yours truly, 

November, 1865. A CaMBriIpGr Mepica. Sropenr. 

P.S.—I may mention that among the entries thie year at 

ing there is net une Natural Science or Medical student. 





ON THE NUTRITIVE VALUE OF *EXTRACTUM 
CARNIS.” 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Srk,—Having taken part in the discussion relative to the 
nutritive value of Liebig’s Extract of Beef, I desire to make, in 
consequence of the fresh communication of the learned Baron, 
a few additional observations ; but first, Sir, let me congra- 
talate you upon the important resulis which have emanated 
from the free ventilation of the subject in your influential 
columns. 

The position now assumed by the Baron as to the nutritive 
qualities of his Extract is surely very different from that first 
put forward by himsélf and his followers. He would now, I 
believe, scarcely affirm that ‘one pound boiled with a few 
slices of bread, potatoes, and a little salt, is sufficient to make 
broth for 128 men in the field, and of a strength which is not 
to be obtained in the best hotels,” or that the same quantity 
contains all the nutritive properties of thirty-two pounds of 
lean fresh beef. Indeed, we have now his distinct admission 
that his Extract is free from fibrin, albumen, and, gelatine 
(which Liebig calls “‘glue”), and fat.. It being destitute of 
these, the principal constituents of meat, it follows as a neces- 
sary consequence that one pound of the Extract could not by 
any possibility represent anything like thirty-two pounds, of 
ap agg Door Sans BSS, ad hes sievoty Hees Shown 

, an amount 
cxanthieh vet Bost; eae. tsther, bares gned repete to baliene 
much of even this nitrogen does not exist in a form avail- 
able for nutrition, as, for example, that entering into the con- 
stitution of the creatine, ini sarcin. 
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agreeable to the taste, must be ae exceedingly low inthe 
scale of direct or absolute. 


‘servant, 
THOMAS Vosrer, 

Brewer-street, Noy, 13th, 1865, . , Analytieal Chemist. 

P.S. While well-made clear beef-tea furnishes about 220 

ains of solid thatter to the pint, that prepared from Liebig’s 
fixtract, i in accordance with pe iccotione irecti given, would 
yield only about 120 grains; and, therefore, not less than twenty 
pints of the latter wane be daily, needed, 





COLOURING MATTER OF THE BLOOD. 
Go the Editor of Tam Lancer. 
Srr;—As I find that the recent researches of Dr. Stokes, re- 


garding the ma pe ai nef peasearying matter of the blood is 
sol ox, t interest in the phy- 


grea 
0 ked t 
pong world Fa and Chat yipricrgiac nn this, saad 


uty mich I; ee ‘te Aves 
ech a Git ete i in 1863, and which was in the hands 
of the Medical’ Faculty of the University of, Edinburgh in 
March, 1864, 0. mest. em ically maintain, from facts and 
mene SN there adduced, that the oxygen attaches itself to 
te elon odring matter of the corpuscles in going the round of 
the ci 
Altho hes is a comparatively unimportant point in the 
generalization attempted" to be arriyed at under the head 
‘* Pigment” in that dissertation, I consider it incumbent upon 
me, in order’to avoid any misunderstanding when my work 
appears, to infotm the aha qreeien. through the medium of its 
0 elaim to have sotaigenesy XA Professor 
Stokes in the amines of the mepenenn = 9 in q 
Reference to the same thesis will also show row Dr, Beale 
has been more than. antici in regard to the development 
of cells in exudation; for | there maintain that. suppuration, 
lencoeythemia, &c., are merely attempts at sanguification under 
., Festricting cizcumstancea. —l am, &c., 
Joun Rutwen Roserts, M.D. 
Castell, Bangor, Noy. 4th, 1965. 





Se ep ny 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


(sR0% OUR OWN PPAR RAT ORP ENT) 


Sivow my last letter, types has continned to spread and 
gathér strength in Newcastle and Gateshead. The officer of 
health for the latter town (Dr. W. Robinson), in his to 
the’ Town states ‘that the mortality had ed as 
High'd point As 38 per'1000, or, taking the average for the last 
fiye weeks, 30,per 1000, There had, in fact, been ah éxcess 
ol\deaths over, births, of 13... 

The Northumberland and Durham Medi¢al Society has we 


i co session, and Dr. mgt 

ae e br: mee oi hl Sit Sas in in 
yee Red 

one sais ot 


as it 
for 


ee 
‘in the’ N 


to learn from 
that “it! will th Yaar ‘on comparing the 
annals of the er that the past session has ih no bd de- 


tracted from the progress which has beén 


pying the the left Tung, which was almost completely | B 





absorbed: | The pidgtbsa fi the disease extended over between 
three and four years, the ms being cough, dys- 


leading sym 
i Fam 4 of, deglutition, e of the per marked 
phys si case was the presence of a distinct systolic 
DE Wm. Murray exhibited a specimen of pw rmme > False 


Membrane, from a fatal case of di im the practice of 
eo i enioatae Fe apts omega loose in the trachea, 


Dr. Phili ier Pilea rad hie third am. for 1865 on the Prevalent 


ag Embleton read from the Newcastle and Gates- 
toad Peer Hospital C us and i x for 18645; 
80 a paper on t ts us, with tiotes 
on the cause Tf the outbreak in Newcastle by Mesers. Wilkin- 
son and Stephenson, Government Tngpectors of Cattle. ‘The 
tables in the two, former pa show the footing that typhus 
has got in our midst, and that at the present moment the 
cris has reached a point of severity only Cg by that 
1848.” Dr, Embleton, in nk im rita in 
‘aphic manner the wretched our Pichaatts 
F in conclusion, says :—‘‘ In por comilitibiha of 
ent, to say nothing of the, uncontrollable dietary 
pura, ote of ‘the we cannot marvel that. the blood 
becomes deranged, that s is nursed, becomes intensified, 
and is rende epidemic. The wonder is that disease and 
death are not more prevalent than they ‘have been ; and trast 
J Ain tot overs the limits of pro propriety y when T say that 
the Fc pia are much to blame for allowing’ such 
hot-beds as those which have from year to year been distinctly 
indicated to exist in the midst of our industrial population. 
A few weeks or, at most, montlis to suffice for Tor the = 
tinction of typhus if those in power would or could ad 
enforce the preper means for that desirable oe 
yet this is the Saikd year tthe which the feyer has gone on 
rapidly gaining ground until it has exceeded nearly all previous 
experience here, are being certainly laid for 
a much more serious epidemic in the winter and spring ensuing 
than even that ef the past year.” As to the cattle. plague in 
Newcastle, to which upw: — 250 cows have y fallen 
victims, it nro to oe tty clearly made out that 
it was imported with pune whicvanendhinsbiageat ley the 
Lord. agian from Rotterdam on the 2at of August lat and 
the same vessel has since brought two cargoes with 
animals. e ins think very naturally that importa- 
tion from and other where the disease is 
known to exist, to be prohibited ; or the cattle, upon 
their arrival here, be put into quarantine for ten days. 
They conclude their,report by penne their belief that the 
disease is neither atmospherical no in our byres. 
An ani inated dincuston followed ese papers, and 4 com- 
mittee was appointed to draw up and present a report on the 
neglected state of the town to the Town Council, and warning 
it of the present. and i epidemics. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Nov. 14th, 1865. 





ROYAL COLEBGE: OF SURGEONS : 
FOR COUNTRY FELLOWS. 


PROXIES 


We fong since expressed the opinion that if the country 
Fellows of the College of Surgeons of England really desired 
to obtain the right of voting by proxy, they had only to 
memorialize the, Council.im sufficient numbers to show that 
they were in ‘earnest, 43a body. ‘The ‘movement had been 
discredited by the remarkable smallness of the numbers 
attending the meetings held at the anniversaries of the British 
Medical Association am‘London and ‘Cambridge,.and the cold 
shade thus thrown over the movement repressed its vitality. 
Weare glad to see that Mr. Watkin Williamshas taken the hint 
and circulated a inémerial.. If the Fellows are in earnest, and 
will sign this numerously, there is no doubt of their success, 
as in our opinion bey one, Re, Bae as to theif claim to this 
privilege!" | 
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Satieoahten, of Swanwick Grange, Derbyshire.—No 
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| THE CASE OF ROBERT HUNTER. 


Ronert Hunter surrendered to his bail’ on Saturday last, 
at the Marylebone Police Court, on the charge of committing 
a rape-on Mrs. Annie Merrick. It having beemstated that the 
case for the prosecution was closed, Mr. Sleigh) addressed the 

magistrate for the defendant in a lengthened speech. He ¢on- 
tended ghat the statements of the prosecutrix wete er 
uncorroborated, and that they were most improbable; and he 
felt assured the case would not be a phil for Loni wit 
nesses he should proante tm n't My 
These witnesses were Dr. Cale 


At the close of the case Mr. Mansfield said: ‘‘ This is a very 
ieapethent can sed /S> pone meen 9? FEA. 3e I Tete Pee 
He has been most ably def but it seems to me 
that there is such a conflict of evidence it is essential the 
ces should gp to 5 higher Fribaadl, He is committed for trial.” 
efter. th ¢ usual caution that what he t say would be 
reaneg a0 wine the prisoner remarked, ‘‘I say the charge 
is deliberately in every particular.” 
PR ad pga: 3 was then fully committed for trial at the next 
Criminal. Court sessions. He was admitted to bail, 
himself in £4000, and two sureties in £2000 each. 





THE CATTLE PLAGUE COMMISSION. 

Tue Report of the Cattle Plague Commission was published 
on Saturday last. We had furnished an anticipatory summary 
of this able docume:‘. We are glad to see that the obvious 
and logical force of the conclusions of the ‘‘ majority’s report” 
is generally admitted. The further qnestion of expediency is 
one which we are not in so good a position as others to estimate. 
The Government have so long neglected the warnings and advice 
tendered from the outset, that it is now difficult to decide 
whether greater loss will follow in cattle from allowing the 
plague to run its course, or in specie (from interfering with 
trade to the extent necessary to arrest the extension of the 
murrain. 





Meal | Hews. 
ng ge i ga OF SuRGEONS - Rea pli 


following ving undergone th 


met the diplo 

at a meeting of omaha camowh cute ken 
erg prorat 
paar arin, Cheriton, 
Body, Hen es Kien 1 


circus, 
re Brunswick-gardens, 


eae ye Yona Boke, ibn 
Fk ee 


Des 


= ae oy adumitted Members of th the College 


PR et gentlemen were admitted Menkes on the 


Attwood, Frederick Lindon, tentienderns. 


Att Joba, Caleutta. ‘ el 
Ball, J Stradbrook, Suffolk. 


Beechef, Frederic isin Core, Wokingham. 
Broderick John, jun., L.R.C.P,, Hammersmith. 
SURE acre 


f Alfred John, 
Gibbes, John M uth, Devon. 
Greenaway, Bastar’ ray Simos Essex. 
eg James D’ Ares, St. St. J 
H b's er ss -street. 


Lethbri Al ray M.B. Aberd., Musbury, Devon. 

Moore, B. Edin., Liverpeo!. 

Plowman, Richard, L. ie £. P., Coleshill, Warwickshire. 

Raby, John, LRP. 2LRCS. Sdn Si -Gerchend, Covet 
ton, 


Sie Te eee, Peanbrokeshire. 
Ata meeting of the Coundi on the 9th j Thaederi 
ntlemen were elected Fellows of the gee at 
date respectively Oct, 31st, 1834, andl 
Hrillises, ve, Rachard Rickman (Dep. Coroner for wo ry Po 
dite, Pealiaw apes Catndgeen, Cranbrook, Kent. b 
A bot Hatz. — The “followi g, peivieiien 
passed their examination in the Science and of Medi- 
eine, and received certificates to practise, on the inst:— 
a nee 
Thomas, David, Carmart! 
Woodford, Edward Russell, Ventnar, Isle of Wight. 
Nee Gat mnt aint tee at 


Reiph — Ge, Tloepies ital) 
ne y's i 
Barnett Burn (St. Homa, & Hospital), 

and a Book. ; 

A Mepiean Pro Musisrer.—The Premier of 
Home Scotia is Dr. Charles Tupper, a practising physician at 

ifax. 

Mepicat Coroner.—At a meeting of the Mayor 
and Town Council of ‘Thetford, held at the Town hall on the 
9h inst., Dr, T..R. Mitchell, F.R.C.S.1L, was appointed 
coroner for the borough. 

At‘ the’ Students’ Medical Society at Edinburgh 
much discussion has occurred of the results of acupressure. 
It is stated that Professor Syme will try the method of tem- 
porary lige agro described by Mr, Churchil) in a recent, num- 

this jo 


Petr CoLLEce, Oxrorb,---Sir meaernine ensie, 
Bart., M.A., Balliel College, has been , hyp bone we 
societ; Wayntlete Professor of C ~ 

Myiehihtal will render vacant the Afarichian 
ip of Ubesnistry, in the gift of the Visvennity,’ which will 


tn og BEwaith It ‘is fog orn eae Connell of 


he ieee ot cera 
sa ae the 


re We ar lo 
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Ot whether the pioducts of their | 
to health. These toys consist of 
a compound, as the name implies, 
mereury, the whole of which sub- 
v, hott eeah of ph, ad during com- 
bustion, meee munber of Tess. injurious ea 


The scihar i for the Psa pe rt, 


extremely inritading and meget pe eos ee 
a highly poisonous substanee, is volatilized unchanged 
and is partly d earbonic acid, nitrogen, 


ea 


ungs, 
s, should be most 
iag aan 14s of the 


cane ~ that the Government a forbidden 
their exeept by persons who are specially authorized to | On 
sell poisons, 

Oprexina or Tut Mepicar Sesstoy ov” Paris.— The 
session was opened on the 3rd inst., in the great lecture-room 
of the Faculty, by two addresses, one delivered by the Dean, 
M, Tardieu, e, other by Prof. Laugier. The Dean co 
tulated the numerous a of Gh the oms OF faet 

and improvements on the 

ye ag ge M sketched the life and times 

of T. L. Petit, the Frerich surgeon, who died in 

T7605 af the age of seventy. -six. Few people recollect the fact 

that Petit began to dissect at eneiae te " ee —— 
Anatomy at ten. The prizes he Facult. 
afterwards as well as ee oe which 0 

It should be noticed that the Monthyon Prize, one 

ef the principal premiums, did not this year find a worthy 


out 





MEDICAL VACANGIES, 
Bradford Infirmary and Two Resident Medical Officers, 
London Fever Hospital—A Resident == Officer. 
Newport Union (Achill Dispensary District)—Medical Officer. 





MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 
on EO es been elected Mayor of Dorchester 
“ ‘., bias bee: one of the Resident Medical 


ae er agra 


’ been appointed Medi cal Officer for District 
the Lexden and Winstree Union, Esser, vice ¢. P. Mingaye, 


erp elected an Assistant House-Surgeor to tte South 
bee MROEE ke vie Booth M.D Resident Medical Officer to the 
ee D., resigned. 
appointed Officer of Health for Swansea. 
Ber 1 Ci, aw boon ete an Assistant House-Surgeon to 


et ted to the Doura and 
Ayrshire, vice W. B. Shields, L.P.P. & S. Glas., 


R  Gameer ie ee has been elected Resident House-Su 
and Hove Lying-in Institution, vice W. Seabroo yey An 
FP.R.GS.E., has been elected Surgeon to 
hay seamt Fatty cron vice RS Eake PROSE 


M_D:, has been elected Medical Officer and Pubtic Vaecinator 
District of the Larne’Union; Co. Antrim, 


Sa rs 
HE. C.8.E., has been ted Medical Officer to the 
E Horonanam MACS hb ~ os 


Poor, vice E, Callaway, M.R.C.S.E., 
Surgeon to the N 
vice Mr. Bulmer. 


Metical Ofleer for the Work- 
Postypeidd Union. 
No.3 


‘MR apa 
et cesar vice J. Ward, i erry 
RP Neti, MCSE. bas been appointed Junior Ansistant Medica! Ofieer 
#8 here fay bees ave 
Mr. <7 has been appointed Junior House-Surgeon to the Middlesex 


J. 8. 


F. R. Jusvor, M.R.CS.B Nae been 
Ww. 








it. i Guam, M.D., has been appointed 
District ‘and the ‘changed veo 5 Ek 
J. Tuomrsoyx, M.D, 
District 


ston, Derendhion eine ©. ©. Turner, 


W. Wiewwaie? Pd wn enctnesoten ees 
4. €. Worturnaton, M.R.C.8., has been appointed Senior 
the Middlesex Hospital. 


Dicths, eae any Deaths. 
nevis 


te 
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ent est, Barnsbury-park, the wife of CL. 
int at Od Stays, 

Steyne, Brighton, the wife of E. L. Ormerod, M.D., 

Pd scnater a: Mi Pavel Hospital, Piyshaath, the with of W. 


., Of a daughter. 
ia the tale ined, at Charlotte-square, Edinburgh, the wife of J. M. Ptincan, 
M_D., of a son. 
MARRIAGES. 
me tere te of Salisbury, to Arabella, 
On the fh inst. of Bt damsar ~+ rig M.D, of Upper 
" in mv, 
Berkeley-stvec, Putaae beens, to Sophia Biles decghter ot . J. 
Hadow, . 


DEATHS. 


On the ang x4 Sept. sea, between Mepowne and New Zealand, J. Mac- 
adam,  Prlcaur Uf of Chemistry in the University of Melbourne, 


On the th inst. W. Helps, M.D., Resident Physician, Bethlehem Hospital, 


aes h inst., W. Setione, FECES. 
On the 8th inst., de Vmerse aged 2 em 


New North- 2 
On the 10th thet. Fa Toon Pie RS PRCSE, of Destmshite-ctreat, 
On the 11th inst., . D. Dickinson, F.R.C.S.E., of Ulverstone, Lancashire, 


aged 
On the 13th inst., at the Old Kent-road, Benj. Bynoe, F.R.C.S.E., Staff Sun 
geon R.N. (retired), aged 61. 





BOOKS ETC. RECEIVED. 
Dr. Bennett on the Restorative Tr Rie ag of Pneumonia. 


Dr. “Roberts on Urinary and Renal Diseases. 
Art Journal. 
aan 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION TO THE LANCET. 
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4. S—1. He is fully entitled to take charge of the case. — 2, The Com- 
mittee have no right to place so disagreeable a duty upon the shoulders of 


their names 

sent to this plan, all difficulties would be removed. Under - 
stances, it may be broadly stated that it is no part of the duty of the 
house-surgeon of an hospital to keep a register of the visits of the staff, 
and he would be fully justified in resisting the imposition of any such 


To the Baitor of Tae Lawcet. 


Strr,—I wish to call Dr. Gibb’s attention to the fact that the instrument he 
bet fluid im his work om the &e., 
Dr. Gibb can 


A Correspondent, (Leeds.)—Admitting the force of some of the remarks 
of our correspondent, it is not advisable to attack an old University, 


Texarment or Urcers sy Suxert-Leap. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 
Sra,—In Tar Laxcer of November 4th, your correspondent, Dr. Atkinson, 


den 
to revive an old of treatwent—viz Se ees sheet- 
{ual to cloaks In . ion of the soundness of his po = 
notes s— 


18: , 
M.S. @riffon on the 8.W. coast of T heard that 
great saccess in the treatment of ulcers, prevail to 
the natives. Being anxious to know secret of 
found that to all ulcers of the irritable kind 


the edges sore by about 
ces it was coated with crude palm oil, and then covered 
over with plantain-leaves smeared with palm 
I observed two instances of this treatment in River Congo. The'eases 


‘average ones, and not to have 
been se Yours traly, 


Fesprru« F. wx, A.B. MLB. 
H.M5S. Asia, Portsmouth, Nov. 1865. ~~ 


Only a Clod.—A medical practitioner cannot recover in a County or ary 
other court of law, whatever his qualificationa, unless he is registered 
under the recent Act of Partiament. 

x. Y. Z—They have sworn that ‘they are registered. If they have sworn 
falsely, an indictment for perjury ean be filed against them. 

Mr. Jacob Brown must send his address in full. 

Z.B.C.P., (Sussex.)—The degrees would be of no value for the purpose in 
question. 
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Avexappss Exiis, M.D. 


the Liverpool Fever Hospital, has been attacked with typhus fever, which 
makes the seventh resident surgeon who has suffered in a similar way 
within the last twelve months, including one fatal case. He also says that 
the Committee of the workhouse, which contains over 3000 immates, of 
whom considerably more than 1000 are sick, including 280 cases of typhus 
fever, consider they pay the full market value of the services of the house- 
surgeons in giving them £75 a year, with lodging and rations, which 
rations cannot be called board, as they include mo vegetables except 
potatoes. 
Texatuzyt or Warts. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 
Srx,—In reply to “Medicus,” I beg to say that ¢ome years 
troubled with a wart on the ulnar margin of my Jeft hand, 
the foliowing way :—] first shaved it off to a level with the gurroundwng skin 
pp TA ge pat hy 
up with strong sitric rer to the raw pale ed This method. like the ¥ 
failing, | at Jenzth had recourse to the tincture ef ichloride ef iron to 
the incised hase of the . i once or twice 


to to ent, “ Medicus,” the employ- 

rte oe ri ware ow wight spar dinchargd J 

a qpqupuisane ae, meven or eight cases in » i 

nee applied them —— en as 6 rule, invariably + a le” pera 
avery short apy farther applianve.— > 
November 14th, 1865. “3. 

Buquirer ~The M.D. of Paria is obtained cither by four or five yoare’ study, 

the prior diploma of Bachelor of Letters and also of Science, mith annual 

s, 2 final and ‘a thesis. A foreigner Whi ‘has 

already a from his own country may, however, obtain the . of 
Paris by undergoing fi i nations of a verysovere kimd. 
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Mr. H. Clark, (Southampton.)—The paper by M. Bitot, read at the Congress 
of Bordeaux, has published. All be contained, 
either in extend in a bopk tb the Committee 
of the Congress. Der eottipoatins hed eter Ce toe tree 
M. Charles Dubrenilk, Médetity s Bordeaux, t6 order a copy. M. Dubrenilk 


my ferme 


A Clergyman and a regular Subberib¢r to’ L desires infi 
mation as to deh Cats axe! have not 4 horny this year. He 


states that he as well as some of his parishioners have suffered much from 
this painful! affection. 


Studens..+It is: better nat tg argue with the deinded persang who believe in 
homeopathy. 
Errecr or Trwervres or AconrrTe. 
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Fever Nests of London is unavoidably pestponetl until next week. 
Communtcations, J.umnmza, £0, pore en received, from—Dr. Chambers ; 


ote ir at it aie backelts De Mire with e: 


) Dr: Richards; ig ee: ‘Mr. Baxter Langley; 
Dr: ah ayeeiiens rome Glowecoter ; Mr. Browne, Newport ; 
6 See Ma. Wight; _ Major Meig, Sierra Leone ; Mr. Snekling; 
Darian. Seam - Rogers, Retford; Mr. J. Brown , Mr. Wilson, 
Ho Wri ac cadiouars) ; Mr. Child, Malden ; Dr. Flynn; Mr. F. Argles, 
‘Dr. Pitdtbe ;'"Mr. "Hilt (with eiiclodure);”" Dr. Loekley, York ; 
Mr? Reid. (with. Seles tta dt ts ) Ma: Pes a Stina len Inaadinaaas S 
Rin, Fert Bite Dard: 
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Mr, Walker, 
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